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The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

Trandator's Preface

"The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte" is one of Karl Marx'
mst profound and most brilliant monograph It may be considered th
best work extant on the phiophy of history, with an eye especially upon
the history of the Movemet of the Proletariat, togethr with the bourgeois
and other manifestation that accompany the same, and the tactis that
such conditions dictate.

The recent populist uprising; the more recent "Debs Movement"; the
thousand and o utopian and chimerical ntions that are flaring up; th
capitalist manuvers; the hope, helpless grasping after straws, that
characterize the conduct of the bulk of the working class; all of these,
together with the empty-headed, ominous figures that are springing into
notoriety for a ti and have thr day, mark the prest perid of th
Labor Movement in the nation a critical one. The best information
acquirable, the best mental training obtainable are requisite to steer
through the existing chaos that the death-tainted soal system of today
creates all around us. To ad in th needed information and mental
training, this instructive work is now made accessible to English readers,
and is commended to th serious study of the serious.

The teachings containd i th work are hung on an episde in recent
French history. With some this fact may detract of itsvalue. A pedantic,
supercius notio is extenvey abroad among us that we are an "Ang|
Saxon" nation; and an equaly pedantic, supercilious habit caus many to
ook to England for inspiration, as from a racia birthplace Neverthele,
for weal or for woe, there is no such thing extant as "Anglo-Saxon"--of al
nations, said to be "Anglo-Saxon," in the United States least. What we
still have from England, much as appearances may seem to point the other
way, is not of our bone-and-marrow, so to speak, but rather partakes of the
ature of "importatio "We are no mre English on account of them
than we are Che because we all drink tea.

Of al European nations, France is the on to wich we co nearest.
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Besides its republcan form of governnt--the directness of its history,
the unity of its acti, the sharpnes that marks its internal devel opment,

are all characteritics that find their parallel her best, and vice versa. In
all essentials the study of modern French history, particularly when
sketcd by such a master hand as Marx', is the mst valuable one for the
acquisition of that historic, scial and biologic insight that our country
stands particularly i need of, and that will be inestimable during the
approaching critical days

For the asstan of those who, unfamiliar with the hitory of France,
may be confused by some of the terms used by Marx, the fog
explanatis may prove aidful:

On the 18th Brumaire (Nov. 9th), the post-revolutionary development
of affairs in France enabled the first Napoleon to take a step that led wth
inevitable certainty to the imperia throne. The circumstance that fifty
and odd years later siilar events aided his nephew, Louis Bonaparte, to
take a siilar step with a siilar result, gives the nam to this wrk--"Th
Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte."

As to the other terms and alusions that occur, the folg sketch
will suffice:

Upo the overthrow of the first Napoleon came the retoration of th
Bourbon throne (Louis XVIII, succeeded by Charles X). In July, 1830,
an upring of the upper tier of the bourgee, or capitalist cas--the
aristocracy of finance-- overthrew the Bourbon throne, or landed
aristocracy, and set up the throne of Orleans, a younger bran of th
house of Bourbon, with Louis Phppe as king. From the month in
wich ths revoution ocurred, Louis Phlippe's monarchy is caled the
"July Monarchy. "In February, 1848, a revolt of a lor tier of the
capitalist class-the industrial bourgeoisie--, against the aristocracy of
finance, in turn dethroned Louis Phippe. The affair, also named from
the month in which it took place, is the "February Revolution. "The
"Eighteenth Brumaire" starts with that evet

Despite the inapplicableness to our affairs of the political nam and
poitical leadership herein deribed, both the nam and laderships are
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to such an extent the products of an economc-socia devepment that has
here too taken place with eve greater sharpens, and they have their
present or threatened counterparts here so compltey, that, by the light of
this work of Marx', we are best enabled to understand our own history, to

know whence we came, and whither we are going and how to conduct
ourseves.

D.D.L. New York, Sept. 12, 1897
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CHAPTER I

Hegel says someere that that great historic facts and persoages
recur twice. He forgot to add: "Once as tragedy, and again as farce.
"Caussidiere for Danton, Loui Blanc for Robepirre, the "Mountain” of
1848-51 for the "Mountain" of 1793-05, the Nephew for the Uncle. The
identical caricature marks a the cnditions under which the second
edition of the eighteenth Brumaire isissued.

Man makes h own htory, but he does nt make it out of the w
cloth; h does not make it out of conditions chosen by hielf, but out of
such as he finds close a hand. The traditi of all past generations
wighs like an alp upon the brain of the living. At the very time wen
men appear engaged i revolutionizing things and themslves, in bringing
about what never was before, at such very epohs of revolutionary crisis
do they anxiously conjure up into their service the spirits of the past,
assum their names, their battle cries, their costumes to enact a new
historic sce in suc ti-honored disguise and with such borrowed
language Thus did Luther masquerade as the Apostle Paul; thus did the
revoution of 1789-1814 drape itself alternately as Roman Republic and as
Roman Empire; nor did the revolution of 1818 kno what better to do
than to parody at one tim the year 1789, at another the revolutionary
traditions of 1793-95 Thus does the beginner, who has acquired a ne
anguage, keep on trandating it back into hi ow mther tongue; only
then has he grasped the spirit of the nw language and is abl freely to
express helf therewith when h movei it without recollections of the
old, and has forgotten in its use his own hereditary tongue.

When these historic configurations of the dead past are closely
observed a dtriking difference is forthwith notiable.  Camille
Desmoulin, Danto, Robespierre, St. Juste, Napoleo, the hero as we
as the parti and the mas of the old French revolution, achieved in
Roman costumes and with Roan phrases the task of thr ti: the
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emancipatio and the establhment of modern bourgeos society. On
set knocked to pieces th od feudal groundwrk and md down th
feudal hads that had grow upo it; Napolon brought about, within
France, the conditions under which alon free competition could develop,
the partitioned lands be exploited the nation's unshackled powers of
industrial productio be utilized; while, beyod the Fren frontier, he
swept away everywhere the establishments of feudality, so far as requisite,
to furnish the bourgeois social system of France with fit surroundings of
the European continent, and such as were in keeping wth the times.
Once the nw socia establishmt was set on foot, the antediluvian giants
vanished, and, aong wth them, the resuscitated Roan wrld--the
Brutuses, Gracchi, Publicolas, the Tribunes, the Senators, and Caesar
himself. Inits sober realty, bourgeois society had produced its own true
iterpretation in the Says, Cousin, Royer-Collards, Benjami Constants
and Guizots; its real general sat bend the office desks; and the mutton-
head of Louis XVIII was its political lead. Wholly absorbed in the
production of wealth and in the peaceful fight of competition, this socity
could no longer understand that the ghosts of the days of Rom had
watched over its cradle Ad yet, lacking in heroism as bourgeois soty
IS, it nevertheless had stod in need of hrois, of self-sacrifice, of terror,
of civil war, and of bloody battl fields to bring it into the world. Its
gladiators found in the stern classic traditions of the Roman republic th
ideals and the form, the self-deceptions, that they needed in order to
conceal from themselves the narrow bourgeois substance of their own
struggl, and to keep their pasion up to the height of a great historic
tragedy. Thus, at another stage of development a century before, did
Cromwell and the English pepl draw from the Old Tetament th
anguage, passions and illusion for their ow bourgeois revoluti
When the real goal was reached, when the remodeling of English society
was accomplished, Loke supplanted Habakuk.

Accordingly, the reviving of the dead in the revolutions served the
purpo of glorifying th new struggles, nt of parodying the old; it served
the purpose of exaggerating to the iagiation the given task, nt to recoil
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before its practica solution; it served the purpose of rekindling th
revolutionary spirit, nt to trot out its ghost.

In 1848-51 only the ghost of the od revolution wandered about, from
Marrast the "Relpublicain en gaunts jaun,” [#1 Silk-stocking republican]
who disguid himself in old Bailly, down to the adventurer, who hid h
repulsively trivial features under the iron death mask of Napo A
whole people, that imagines it has imparted to itself accelerated powers of
mti through a revolution, suddenly finds itsf transferred back to a
dead epoc, and, lest there be any mtake possible on this head, the old
dates turn up agai; the old calendars; the old names; the old edicts, which
ong sine had sunk to the leve of the antiquarian's learning; even the old
bailffs, who had log seemed moulderig with decay. The nati takes
on the appearance of that crazy Englishman in Bedlam, who imagines he
Isliving in the days of the Pharaohs, and daily laments the hard work that
h must do in the Ethiopian mi as gold digger, imured in a
subterranean prison, with adi lamp fastened on his had, bed him th
ave overseer with along whip, and, at the mouth of the mi a mob of
barbarous camp servants who understand neither the convictsin the m
nor one another, because they do not speak a coon language. "And
al this," cries the crazy Englishman, "is demanded of me, the free-born
Englhman, in order to make god for old Pharaoh.” "In order to pay off
the debts of the Bonaparte famiy“--sobs the French nation. The
Englishan, so long as h was in his s, could not rid himelf of the
rooted thught making gold. The Frenchmen, so long as they were busy
with arevolution, could nt rid then slves of the Napoleonic memory, as
the election of December 10th proved. They longed to escape from the
dangers of revolution back to the flh pots of Egypt; the 2d of December,
1851 was the answer. They have not merely the character of the old
Napoleon, but the old Napoon himself-caricatured as he needs must
appear in the middle of the nineteenth century.

The socia revolution of the ninteenth century can nt draw its poetry
from the past, it can draw that only from the future It cannt start upo
ts work before it has stricken off al superstition concernig the past.
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Former revoutions require historic remiences in order to intoxicate
themslves with their ow issues. The revolution of the niteenth
century must let the dead bury their dead in order to reach itsissue. With
the former, the phrase surpass the substance; with this one, the substan
surpass the phrase.

The February revolution was a surprisal; old society was taken
unawares; and the people proaied this politial stroke a great historic
act whereby the new era was opend. On the 2d of December, the
February revolution is jockeyed by the trick of afase player, and what is
seer to be overthrown is no loger the marchy, but the liberal
conces whh had been wrung from it by centuries of struggles.
Instead of society itslf having conquered a new point, ony the State
appears to have returned to its oldest form, to the siply brazen rule of the
sword and the club. Thus, upo the "coup de main" of February, 1848,
coms the response of the "coup de tete" December, 1851. So won, s
t. Meanwile, the interval did not go by unutilized. During the years
1848-1851, French sciety retrived in abbreviated, because revolutionary,
method the le and teachings, which--if it was to be more than a
disturbance of the surface-should have preceded the February revolution,
had it developed in regular order, by rule, soto say. No French society
seems to have receded bend its point of departure; i fact, however, it
was compelled to first produce its ow revolutionary pot of departure,
the situation, circumtances, conditions, under whic aone the modern
revolution isin earnest.

Bourgeois revolutions, like those of the eighteenth century, rus
onward rapidly from success to success, their stage effects outbid one
another, men and thngs seem to be set in flaming brillants, ecstasy is th
prevailing spirit; but they are short-lived, they reach their climax speedily,
then sciety relapses into a long fit of nrvous reaction before it learns
how to appropriate the fruits of its period of feverish exctent.
Proletarian revolution, on the contrary, such as those of the nineteenth
century, criticize themselves cotantly; constantly interrupt themselvesin
their own course; ¢ back to what seems to have been accomplished, i
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order to start over anew; scrn with crue thoroughnes the half measures,
weakness and meannesses of their first attempts; seem to throw down
their adversary only in order to enable him to draw fres strength from the
earth, and again, to ris up against them in more gigantic stature;
constantly recoil in fear before the undefined monster magnitude of thr
own objects--unti finally that situation i created wich renders all retreat
iposible, and the conditions themsves cry out:

"Hi Rhodus, hic salta!" [#2 Herei Rhodes, lap hre! A alusi to
Asop's Fabl]

Every observer of average intelligence; even if he failed to follow step
by step the course of French developmnt, must have anticipated that an
unheard of fiasco was i store for the revoluti It was enough to hear
the sf-satisfied yepings of victory wherewith the Messieurs Democrats
utually congratulated one another upo the pardo of May 2d, 1852.
Inded, May 2d had becom a fixed idea i thr heads; it had become a
dogma with them--something like the day on which Christ was to reappear
and the Millennium to begin had formed in the heads of the Chiliasts.
Weakness had, as it ever does, taken refuge in the wderful; it believed
the enemy was overcome if, in itsimagination, it hocus-pocusd him away;
and it lost al sense of the present in the imaginary apotheos of the future,
that was at hand, and of the deeds, that it had "in petto,” but which it did
not yet want to bring to the scratch. The hero, who ever seek to refute
their establhed inpetence by mutually bestowing thr sympathy
upon one another and by puling together, had packed their satcls, take
their laurels in advance payments and were just engaged i the work of
getting discounted "in partibus," on the stok exchange, the republics for
whi, in the silece of their unassumg dispositions, they had carefully
organized the government personnel. The 2d of December struck them
like a bolt from a clear sky; and the 'peoples, who, i periods of tid
despondency, gladly allow their hidden fears to be drowned by the loudet
screamers, will perhaps have beco convinced that the days are gone by
when the cackling of geese could save the Capitol.

The constitution, the national assebly, the dynasti partie, the blue
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and the red republicans, the heroes from Africa, the thunder from the
tribune, the flash-lightnings from the daiy press, the whole literature, th
political names and the intellectual celebrities, the civil and the criminal
law, the "liberte, egalte, fraternte," together with the 2d of May 1852--
al vanised like a phantasmagoria before the ban of one man, whom his
enemies themselves do not pronounce an adept at witchcraft. Universal
suffrage seems to have survived only for a mnt, to the ed that, before

the eyes of the wole wrld, it sould make its own testament with its own
hands, and, in the name of the people, declare: "Al that exists deserve to
peri”

It is not enough to say, as the Frenchm do, that their nation was
taken by surprise. A nati, no more than a woan, is excusd for th
unguarded hour wh the first adventurer who comes along can do
vience to her. The riddle is not solved by such shifts, it is only
formulated in other words. There remains to be explained ho a nati
of thrty-six millios can be surprised by three swidlrs, and taken to
prison without resistance.

Let us recapitulate i general outlines the phases wh the French
revoution of' February 24th, 1848, to Deber, 1851, ran through.

Three main periods are unmistakable:

First--The February period,;

Second--The period of constituting the republic, or of the constitutive
natial asbly (May 4, 1848, to May 29th, 1849);

Third--The period of the constitutional republic, or of the legidative
national asbly (May 29, 1849, to December 2, 1851).

The first period, from February 24, or the dowfal of Louis Philippe,
to May 4, 1848, the date of the assembling of the constitutive assembly--
the February perid proper--may be designated as the prologue of the
revoution. It offially expressed its own character in thi, that th
governnt wich it improvised declared itsf "provisal;" and, like th
governnt, everything that was broachd, attempted, or uttered,
pronund itself provial Nobody and nothng dared to assume the
right of permanent existence and of an actual fact. All the elements that
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had prepared or determied the revolution--dynastic oppositi,
republican bourgeoisie, democratic-republican small traders class, sal-
democratic labor element-all found "provisionaly" their place in the
February governnt.

It could not be otherwise. The February days contemplated origially
a reform of the suffrage laws, whereby the area of the politicaly
privileged among the property-holding class was to be extended, whe th
exclusive rule of the aristocracy of finance was to be overthrown. When
however, it came to a rea conflict, when the people mounted the
barricades, when the National Guard stood passve, when the army offered
n srious resistance, and the kingdom ran away, then the republi seemed
self-understood. Eac party interpreted it in its own sense. Won, arms in
hand, by the proletariat, they put upo it the stamp of thr own class, and
proclaied the social republic. Thus the general purpose of mdern
revolutions was indicated, a purpose, however, that stood i mt singular
contradiction to every thing that, with the material at hand, with the stage
of eghtenment that the masses had reached, and under existig
circumtances and conditions, could be imediately used. On the other
hand, the clai of all the other elements, that had coperated in the
revolution of February, were recognized by the lion's share that they
received in the government. Hence, in no period do we find a more mtley
mxture of high-sounding phrase together with actual doubt and
hlplessness; of more enthusiasti reform aspirations, togethr with a more
slavish adherence to the old routi; more seeming harmony permeating
the wole of society together with a deeper alienation of its severa
elements. While the Parian proletariat was still gloating over the sght
of the great perspective that had discld itself to thr view, and was
ndulging in seriously meant diusions over the scia problems, the old
powers of sety had groomed themselves, had gathered together, had
deliberated and found an unexpected support in the mas of the nation--th
peasants and small traders—-all of w threw themselve o a sudde
upon the political stage, after the barriers of the July marchy had fallen
down.
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The second period, from May 4, 1848, to the end of May, 1849, is th
period of the constitution, of the founding of the bourgeois republi
mmediately after the February days, nt only was the dynasti opposition
surprised by the republicans, and the republicans by the Socialists, but all
France was surprid by Paris.  The natioal assembly, that met on May 4,
1848, to frame a contitution, was the outco of the national elections; it
represented the nati. It was a living protest against the assumption of
the February days, and it was intended to bring the results of the
revoution back to the bourgeos measure. In vain did the proletariat of
Paris, which forthth understod the character of this national assembly,
endeavor, afew days after its meeting; on May 15, to deny its existece by
force, to disve it, to diperse the organic apparition, in which the
reacting spirit of the nation was threatening them, and thus reduce it back
to its separate compoent parts. As is known, the 15th of May had no
othr result than that of removing Blanqui and his associates, i.e. the real
leaders of the proletarian party, from the public scene for the whole period
of the cycle which we are here considering.

Upo the bourgeois monarchy of Louis Philippe, only the bourgeoi
republic could foll; that is to say, a lited portio of the bourgeoisi
having ruled under the name of the king, now the whe bourgeoisie was
to rul under the name of the people. The deands of the Parian
proletariat are utopian tom-fooeries that have to be don away with. To
th declaratio of the constitutional national assebly, the Paris
proletariat answers with the Jun isurrection, the mt colossal event in
the htory of European civil wars The bourgeos republc won.  On its
de stood the aristocracy of finane, the industrial bourgeoisi; the middl
clas, the small traders' class; the army; the slums, organized as Guarde
Mobi; the intellectual celebriti, the parsons class, and the rurd
population. On the side of the Parisian proletariat stood none but itself.
Over 3,000 inurgets were massacred, after the vitory 15,000 were
tranported withut trial.  With ths defeat, the proletariat steps to the
background o the revolutionary stage. It aways seeksto crowd forward,
SO soon as the movement seems to acquire new impetus, but with ever
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weaker effort and ever smaller results;, So soon as any of the above lying
layers of society gets into revolutionary fermentation, it enters into
alliance therewith and thus shares al the defeats wich the severa parties
successvely suffer.  But these succeeding blows beco ever weaker the
mre generally they are distributed over the whole surface of society.
The more important leaders of the Proletariat, in its councils, and the pres,
fall one after another victims of the courts, and ever more questionable
figures step to the front. It partly throws itself it upon dotriaire
experiments, "co-operative bankig" and "labor excange" schemes; i
other words, movements, in whh it goes into movements i which it
give up the task of revolutionizing the old world with its ow large
ective weapon and on the contrary, seeks to bring about its
ancipation, beind the back of sciety, in private ways, with the
narrow bounds of its own class conditis, and, consequently, inevitably
fails. The protariat seems to be able neither to find again the
revolutionary magntude with itsf nor to draw new energy from th
newly formed alliances until al the classes, with whom it contended in
June, shal lie protrate adong with itself. But in al these defeats, th
proletariat succumbs at least with the honor that attaches to great histori
struggles, not France aone, al Europe trembles before the June
earthquake, while the successive defeats inflicted upon the higher cas
are bought so easly that they need the brazen exaggeration of the
victorious party itself to be at all able to pass muster as an event; and th
defeats becom mre disgraceful the further removed the defeated party
stands from the proetariat.

True eugh, the defeat of the June insurgents prepared, leveled the
ground, upon whic the bourgeois republic could be founded and erected;
but it, at the same time, showed that there are in Europe other issues
beside that of "Republic or Monarchy." It revealed the fact that here the
Bourgeois Republic meant the unbridid despotis of on class over
another. It proved that, wth natios enjoyig an older civilzation,
havig deveped class distinctions, mdern conditions of production, an
intellectual conciousness, werein al tradition of old have been
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diolved through the wrk of centuri, that with such countrie the
republic means only the political revoutionary form of bourgeois society,
not its conservative form of existence, asis the case in the United States of
America, where, true eough, the classes already exist, but have not yet
acquired permanent character, are in constant flux and reflux, constantly
changing their elements and yielding them up to one another where the
odern means of production, instead of coding with a stagnant
population, rather compensate for the relative scarcity of heads and hands;
and, finaly, where the feverishly youthful life of material productio,
wich has to appropriate a ne world to itself, has so far left neither time

r opportunity to abolish the illusions of old. [#3 This was writte at the
beginning of 1852.]

All casses and parties jod hands in the June days in a "Party of
Order" against the class of the proletariat, whic was degnated as the
"Party of Aarchy,” of Social, of Communism. They claimed to have
"saved" socity against the "enemies of society.” They gave out the
slogans of the old social order--"Property, Famy, Religion, Order"--as the
pass-words for their army, and cried out to the counter-revolutionary
crusaders. "In ths sign thu wilt conquer!" From that mont on, So Soo
as any of the numerous parties, which had marshaled themselves under
this sign againt the June insurgents, tries, in turn, to take th
revolutionary field in the interest of its ow class, it go do in its turn
before the cry: "Property, Family, Religion, Order." Thus it happens that
"society is saved" as often as the crcle of its rulng class is narrowed, as
often as a mre exclusive interet asserts itself over the general. Every
demand for the most siple bourgeos fiancia reform, for the mst
ordiary liberal, for the most conplace republcanism, for the
flattest decracy, is forthwith punishd as an "assault upon society,” and
Is branded as "Socialism." Finaly the High Priests of "Religion and
Order" themselves are kicked off thr tripods; are fetched out of thir
beds i the dark; hurried into patrol wagons, thrust into jail or set into
exile; their tepl i razed to the ground, their muth are sealed, their pen
| broken, their law torn to pieces in the name of Religion, of Famiy, of
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Property, and of Order. Bourgeois, fanatic on the point of "Order," are
shot do on their own balces by drunken ddiers, forfeit their family
property, and their houses are bobarded for pastie--all in the nam of
Property, of Famiy, of Religion, and of Order. Finadly, the refuse of
bourgeois soty constitutes the "holy phalanx of Order," and the hero
Crapulinsky make his entry into the Tuieries as the " Savior of Society."
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CHAPTER ||

Let us resum the thread of events.

The history of the Constitutional National Ably from the June
days on, i the history of the supremacy and dissolution of the republican
bourgeois party, the party wich is known under several names of
"Tricolor Republican,” "True Republican,” "Potia Republican,”
"Formal Republcan,” etc., etc. Under the bourgeois monarchy of Louis
Philippe, this party had constituted the Official Republian Opposition,
and consequently had been a recognized element in the then political
wrld. It had its representatives in the Chambers, and canded
considerable influence in the press. Its Parisian organ, the "Nationa,"
passd, in its way, for as respectable a paper as the "Journal des Debats."
This position i the constitutional marchy corresponded to its character.
The party was not a fraction of the bourgeoisie, held together by great and
comon interests, and marked by special busiss requirements. It was
a coterie of bourgeois with republcan ideas-writers, lawyers, officers and
civi employees, whose influence rested upon the persoal antipathies of
the country for Loui Philippe, upon remiscences of the old Republic,
upon the republian faith of a number of enthusiasts, and, above all, upon
the spirit of Fren patritism, whose hatred of the treaties of Vienna and
of the alliance with England kept them perpetualy on the alert. The
"National" owed a large portion of its follg under Louis Philippe to
this cvert imperia, that, later under the republic, culd stand up
against it as a deadly competitor i the person of Louis Bonaparte. The
fought the aristocracy of finance just the same as did the rest of the
bourge oppositi  The polemi against the budget, whic i France,
was closely connected with the opposition to the aristocracy of finance,
furnished to cheap a popularity and too rich a material for Puritanical
lading articles, not to be exploited. The industrial bourgecise was
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thankful to it for its servile defee of the Fren tariff system, wich,
however, the paper had taken up , mre out of patriotic than economic
reasons the whole bourgeis class was thankful to it for its vicious
denunciati of Communism and Socialism For the rest, the party of th
"National" was purely republican, i.e. it deanded a republican instead of
amonarchic form of bourgeos governnt; above al, it demanded for th
bourgeoise the lion's share of the government. As to how th
transformation was to be accomplisd, the party was far from being clear.
What, however, was clear as day to it and was openly declared at the
reform banquets during the last days of Loui Philippe's reign, was its
unpopularity with the democratic mddle class, especialy with the
revolutionary proetariat. These pure republicans, as pure republicans go,
were at first on the very pot of contenting themsves with the regey

of the Duchess of Orleans, when the February revoution broke out, and
wen it gave thr best kn represtatives a place in the provisiona
governnt.  Of course, they enjoyed from the start the confidence of the
bourgesie and of the mgority of the Constitutional National Asembly.
The Socidt elements of the Proviad Governnt were promptly
excluded from the Executive Committee which the Assembly had elected
upo its conveng, and the party of the "National" subsquently utilized

the outbreak of the Jun iurrecti to dismiss thi Executive Cittee

also, and thus rid itdlf of its nearest rival--the small traders' class or
democratic republicans (Ledru-Rollin, etc.). Cavaignac, the Genera of
the bourgeos republcan party, who command at the battle of June,
stepped into the place of the Executive Committee with a sort of
dictatoria power. Marrast, former editor-in-chif of the "Natia",
became permanent Presdent of the Constitutional National Ably, and

the Secretaryship of State, together with all the other important posts,
devoved upon the pure republicans.

The republcan bourgeois party, wich sice long had Iked upon
itself as the legitiate heir of the July monarchy, thus found itself
surpasd in its own idedl; but it cam to power, not as it had dreamed
under Louis Philippe, through a libera revolt of the bourgeoe agait
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the throne, but through a grape-st-and-canitered mutiny of the
proltariat against Capital That which it imagind to be the mst
revolutionary, cam about as the mot counter-revolutionary event. The
fruit fell into its lap, but it fel from the Tree of Knowledge, not from the
Tree of life.

The exclusive por of the bourgeois republc lasted only from June
24 to the 10th of December, 1848. It is summed up in the framing of a
republican constitution and in the state of siege of Paris.

The new Constitution was i substane only a republicanized edition
of the constitutional charter of 1830. The limted suffrage of the July
marchy, whi excluded even a large portion of the bourgeoisie from
poitical power, was irreconilabl with the existence of the bourgeois
republc. The February revolution had forthwith proclaimed direct and
universal suffrage in place of the old law  The bourgeois republi could
nt annul this act. They had to content themslves with tacking to it th
limitation a six months resdence. The old organizati of th
administrative law, of municipal governnt, of curt procedures of th
army, etc., remaied untouched, or, where the constitution did change
them, the change affected their index, not their subject; their name, not
their substance.

The inevitable "General Staff" of the "fredoms" of 1848--persnal
freedom, freedom of the press, of speech, of association and of assemblage,
freedom of intruction, of religion, etc.--received a constitutional uniform
that rendered them invulnerable. Each of these freedoms is proclaimed
the absolute right of the Fren citizen, but alays with the glsthat it is
unlimited i so far only as it be not curtailed by the "equa rights of
others," and by the "public safety," or by the "laws," which are intended to
effect thisharmoy. For instance:

"Citizens have the right of asation, of peaceful and unarmed
assemblage, of petitioning, and of expressing their opinions through th
pres or otherwise. The enjoyment of these rights has no limtation other
than the equal rights of others and the publc safety." (Chap. Il. of th
French Constitution, Section 8.)
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"Education isfree. The freedom of educati shall be enjoyed under
the conditions provided by law, and under the supervisio of the State."
(Section 9.)

"Th domcile of the citizen i inviolable, except under the forms
prescribed by law." (Chap. |., Section 3), etc., etc.

The Constitution, it will be noticed, constantly aludes to future
organic laws, that are to carry out the glosse, and are intended to regulate
the enjoyment of these unabridged freedoms, to the end that they collide
nither with one another nor with the public safety. Later on, the organic
laws are called into existence by the "Friends of Order," and all the above
named freedoms are so regulated that, in thr enjoyment, the bourgeois
encounter no opposition from the like rights of the othr classe
Wherever the bourgeoisie wholy interdicted these rights to "others,” or
allowed them their enjoyment under conditions that were but s many
police snares, it was always done only in the interest of the "public safety,”
I e., of the bourgee, as required by the Constitution.

Hence it cos that both sides-the "Friends of Order," who abolihed
all those freedoms, as, well as the democrats, who had demanded them all-
-appeal with full right to the Constitution: Each paragraph of the
Constitution contains its ow antithesis, its ow Upper and Lower House-
freedom as a generalization, the abolition of freedom as a specifiation
Accordingly, so long as the name of freedom was respected, and only its
real enforcement was prevented in algal way, of cours the constitutional
existece of freedo remaied uninjured, untouched, however copltey
Its common existence might be extinguished.

This Constitution, s ingeniousy made invulerable, was, however,
Ike Achill, vulnerable at one point: not in its heel, but in its head, or
rather, in the tw hads into whic it ran out-the Legidative Assebly, o
the one hand, and the President on the othr. Run through the
Congtitution and it wi be found that only those paragraphs wherein the
relatio of the Presidet to the Legiative Assembly is defid, are
absolute, potive, uncotradictory, undistortable.

Here the bourgeois republicans were concerned in scuring their ow
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position. Articles 45-70 of the Constitution are so framed that th
Natial Asembly can constitutionally remve the President, but the
President can st aside the National Ably ony unonstitutionally, h

can st it aside only by setting aside the Constitution itself. Accordingly,
by these provisions, the National Ably challenges its own violent
destruction. It not only consecrate, like the character of 1830, the
division of powers, but it extends this feature to an unbearably
contradictory extreme. The "play of constitutional powers," as Guizot
styled the clapper-clawings between the legidative and the executive
poers, plays permanent "vabanque" i the Constitution of 1848. Onth
one side, 750 representatives of the people, elected and qualified for re-
election by unversa suffrage, who constitute an uncontrollable,
idissoluble, indivisibl Nationa Assembly, a Natinal Assembly that
enjoys legislative omnipotence, that decides in the last instance over war,
peace and corcial treaties, that alone has the power to grant amnesties,

and that, through its perpetuity, continually maintains the foreground o
the stage; on the other, a President, clad with all the attributes of royalty,
wth the right to appoint and remove his ministers independently from the
natial asbly, holding in his hands all the means of executive por,

the diper of al posts, and thereby the arbiter of at least oe and a half
million exitences in France, so many being dependent upo the 500,000
civi employees and upo the officers of all grades. He has the w
armed poer bend him  He enjoys the privilege of granting pardons to
dividua criminals; suspendig the Nationa Guards; of reoving with

the consent of the Council of State the general, cantonal and municipal
Councilmen, elected by the citizens themselves. The initiative and
direction of all negotiati with foreign countries are reserved to him.
While the Ably itself is constantly acting upo the stage, and is
expod to the critically vulgar light of day, he leads a hidden Ife in the
Elysan fields, only with Article 45 of the Constitution before h eyes and
in his heart daily calling out to him, "Frere, il faut mourir!" [#1 Brother,
you must die!] Your power expires on the second Sunday of the beautiful
onth of May, in the fourth year after your electio! The glory is th at

20



The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

an end; the play is not performed twice; and, if you have any debts, see to
it betis that you pay them off wth the 600,000 francs that th
Congtituti has set aside for you, unless, perchance, you shuld prefer
traveling to Clicy [#2 The debtors pri] on the second Monday of th
beautiful month of May."

Wh the Constitutio thus cloth the President with actual poer, it
seeks to secure the moral power to the Natial Assembly. Apart from
the circumstance that it is impossible to create a mral power through
lgislative paragraphs, the Constitution again nutralizes itdf in that it
causes the Presdet to be chosen by all the Frenn through direct
suffrage. While the votes of France are splintered to pieces upo the 750
mbers of the Nationa Assembly they are here, on the contrary,
concentrated upon one individual. Wh each separate Representative
represts only this or that party, this or that city, this or that dunghll, or
possibly ony the necessity of electing som on Seve-hundred-and-
fiftieth or other, with wh neither the issue nor the man is closely
considered, that one, the President, on the contrary, is the elect of the
nation, and the act of his election is the trump card, that, the sovereign
people plays out once every four years. The elected National Ably
stands in a metaphysical, but the elected President in a persoal, relatio to
the nation. True enough, the National Ably presents i its sveral
Represtatives the various sides of the national spirit, but, in th
President, th spirit isicarnated. A against the Natioal Asembly, the
President posseses a sort of divineright, heis by the grace of the people.

Thetis, the sea-goddess, had prophd to Aes that he wuld di
the bloom of youth The Constitution, whi had its weak spot, like
Achi, had also, Ike Achilles, the presentient that it would depart by
premature death. It was enough for the pure republcans, engaged at th
work of framig a constitution, to cast a glance from the mty heights of
their ideal republic down upon the profane world in order to realize ho
the arrogance of the royalists, of the Bonapartists, of the democrats, of the
Communists, rose daily, together with their own discredit, and in th same
measure as they approached the compltion of their legislative work of art,
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without Thetis having for this purpose to leave the sea and impart th
ecret to them. They ought to outwit fate by means of constitutional
artifice, through Sectio 111 of the Constitution, according to which every
mti to revise the Constitution had to be discussed three successve
times between each of wich a ful month was to elapse and required at
least a three-fourths majority, with the additial proviso that not les than
500 mebers of the Natial Ably voted. They thereby only made
the impotent attempt, still to exercise as a parlamntary minority, to
which in their mind's eye they prophetically saw themselves reduced, a
poer, that, at this very tie, when they still diposed over th
parliamentary majority and over all the machinery of governnt, was
daily slipping from their weak hands

Finally, the Constitution entrusts itself for safe keeping, in a
mlodramatic paragraph, "to the watchfulness and patriotism of the wh
French people, and of each individual Frenchman,” after having just
before, i anther paragraph entrusted the "watchful" and the "patriotic”
themslves to the tender, inquisitorial attetion of the High Court,
itituted by itself.

That was the Constitution of 1848, which o, the 2d of December,
1851, was not overthrow by on had, but tumbld down at the touc of a
mre hat; thugh, true enough, that hat was a three-cornered Napoleon hat.

While the bourgeois' republcans were engaged in the Asembly with
the work of splcing this Constitution, of discusing and voting, Cavaignac,
on the outside, maintained the state of sige of Paris. The state of siege
of Paris was the midwfe of the constitutional assebly, during its
republican pain of travail. When the Constitution i later on sept off
the earth by the bayonet,

it should not be forgotten that it was by the bayot, likese--and th
bayot turned against the people, at that--that it had to be protected in its
ther's wb, and that by the bayot it had to be planted o earth
The ancestors of these "honst republicans’ had caused their symbo, the
tricolor, to make the tour of Europe. These, in their turn also made a
discovery, which all of itself, found its way over the whe cotit, but,
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with ever renewed lve, came back to France, until, by this tim, if had
acquired the right of citizenship in one-haf of hr Departments--the state
of sige. A wondrous discovery this was, periodically applied at each
ucceeding crisis in the cours of the French revoution. But the barrack
and the bivouac, thus periodially laid on the had of French society, to
press her brain and reduce her to quiet; the sabre and the musket,
periodically made to perform the functions of judges and of admstrators,
of guardians and of cenors, of poce officers and of watchmen; the
Ilitary moustache and the soldier's jacket, peridically heralded as th
ighest wisdo and guiding stars of society;--were nt all of these, the
barrack and the bivouac, the sabre and the musket, the moustache and the
soldir's jacket bound, i the end, to hit upo the idea that they mght as

wll save, society once for al, by proclaming their own regi as
supreme, and relieve bourgels socity wholly of the care of ruling itself?
The barrack and the bivouac, the sabre and the musket, the moustache and
the soldier's jacket were al the more bound to hit upon this idea, seeing
that they could then also expect better cas payment for their increased
deserts, while at the merely periodic states of siege and the transitory
savigs of sciety at the behest of thi or that bourgeois facti, very little

solid matter fell to them except some dead and wounded, besdes s
friendly bourgeois grimaces. Should not the military, finaly, in and for
its own interest, play the game of "state of siege," and siultaneousy
besige the bourgeos excange? Moreover, it must not be forgotte,

and be it obsrved in passing, that Col. Bernard, the sam President of the
Military Committee, who, under Cavaignac, helped to deport 15,000
Inurgents withut trial, moves at thi period again at the head of th
Military Committees no active in Paris.

Although the honest, the pure republicans built with the state of siege
the nursery in which the Praetorian guards of December 2, 1851, were to
be reared, they, on the other hand, deserve praise in that, instead of
exaggerating the feeling of patrioti, as under Louis Philippe, now; they
themslves are in command of the national power, they crawl before
foreign powers; intead of making Itay free, they alo her to be
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reconquered by Austrians and Neapolitans. The election of Loui
Bonaparte for President on December 10, 1848, put an end to the
dictatorship of Cavaignac and to the constitutional assebly.

In Arti 44 of the Constitution it is said "Th President of the French
Republic must never have lost h status as a French citizen." The first
President of the Fren Republc, L. N. Bonaparte, had not only lost h
status as a Fren citizen, had not only been an English special constable,
but was even a naturalized Swi citizen.

In the previus chapter | have explained the meaning of the election of
December 10. | shall not here return to it.  Suffice it here to say that it
was a reaction of the farmers class, who had been expected to pay the
costs of the February revolution, against the other classe of the nation: it
was a reactio of the country agait the city. It met with great favor
among the sodiers, to whom the republcans of the "Natial" had
brought neither fame nor funds; among the great bourgeoise, who hailed
Bonaparte as a bridge to the monarchy; and among the proltarians and
small traders, who haild him as a scourge to Cavaignac. | shall later
have occasion to enter closer into the relation of the farmers to the French
revolution

The epoch between December 20, 1848, and the dissolution of the
constitutial assembly in May, 1849, embraces the hitory of the
downfall of the bourgeois republcans. After they had founded a republ
for the bourgeoise, had drive the revoutiary proletariat from the field
and had meanwhile silenced the democratic middle class, they are
themslves shoved aside by the mas of the bourgeoisi w justly
appropriate th republi as their property. This bourgeois mass was
Royalt, however. A part thereof, the large landed proprietors, had ruld
under the restorati, hence, was Legitist; the other part, the aristocrats
of finance and the large industrial capitalists, had ruled under the July
monarchy, hence, was Orleanist. The high functiaries of the Army, of
the University, of the Church, in the civil service, of the Academy and of
the press, divided themslves on both side, although in unqual parts.
Here, in the bourgeois republic, that bore neither the nam of Bourbon,
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nor of Orlans, but the nam of Capita, they had found the form of
governnt under whh they could all rule in con. Aready the

June insurrecti had united them all into a "Party of Order." The next
thing to do was to remove the bourgeois republicans who sti held th
ats i the National Assebly. As brutally as these pure republicans had
abused their o physa power against the people, so cowardly, Iw-
spirited, dishartened, broken, powerless did they yield, now when the
ue was the maitenane of their ow republicani and their o

gidative rights against the Executive power and the royalts | need not
here narrate the shameful hitory of their disslutio It was not a
downfall, it was extinctio Thr hitory is at an end for al time. In the
perid that folows, they figure, wether withn or without the Ably,

only as mries--meories that seem again to co to life so soon as

the question is again only the word "Republc,” and as ofte as the
revolutionary conflt threatens to sink do to the lowest level. In
passg, | mght observe that the journal whh gave to ths party its name,
the "National," goes over to Social during the folowing period.

Before we close th period, we must look back upon the two pors,
one of destroys the other on December 2, 1851, while, from December 20,
1848, down to the departure of the constitutional assebly, they lve
marital relations. We mean Loui Bonaparte, on the-one hand, on the
other, the party of the ad royalists, of Order, and of the large
bourgeoise.

At the inauguratio of his presdecy, Bonaparte forthwith framed a
mnistry out of the party of Order, at we head he placed Odillon Barrot,
be it noted, the old leader of the liberal wing of the parlamntary
bourgeoise. Mr. Barrot had finally hunted down a seat in the mnistry,
the spok of which had been pursuing him since 1830; and what is more,
h had the chairmanship in this mitry, although not, as h had iagied
under Louis Philippe, the promoted leader of the parliamentary opposti,
but with the commission to kill a parliament, and, moreover, as an ally of
al his arch enemies, the Jesuits and the Legitimists Finaly he leads the
bride home, but oly after she has been prostituted. A to Bonaparte, he
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seemed to eclipse himself copletely. The party of Order acted for him.

Imdiately at the first session of the mitry the expedition to Rom
was decided upon, whic it was there agreed, was to be carried out beind
| the back of the National Ably, and the funds for whic, it was
equally agreed, were to be wrung from the Asembly under fal se preteces.
Thus the start was made with a swindle on the National Ably,
together with a secret conspiracy with the absolute foreign powers against
the revolutionary Roman republ. In the same way, and with a sSimar
maneuver, did Bonaparte prepare his stroke of December 2 against the
royalt legidature and its constitutional republic. Let it not be forgotten
that the same party, which, on December 20, 1848, constituted Bonaparte's
mnistry, constituted also, on December 2, 1851, the majority of the
|gislative National Assebly.

In August the constitutive assebly decided nt to diolve until it had
prepared and promulgated a whe series of organc law, intended to
upplt the Constitution The party of Order proposed to the
assebly, through Repretative Rateau, on January 6, 1849, to let the
Organic laws go, and rather to order its own diution. Not th
nistry alone, wth Mr. Odi Barrot at its head, but al the royalist
members of the Natial Ably were also at this tim hectoring to it
that its dissolution was necessary for the restoratio of the public credit,
for the conglidation of order, to put an end to the existing uncertain and
provional, and establih a definite state of thgs; they claimed that its
ntinued exitence hindered the effectiveness of the new Governnt,
that it sought to prolog its Ife out of pure malce, and that the country
wastired of it. Bonaparte took notice of all the invectives hurled at the
legidlative power, he learned them by heart, and, on December 21, 1851,
he sowed the parliamentary royalists that h had learned from them. He
repeated their ow slogans agait theve

The Barrot ministry and the party of Order went furthr. They called
all over France for petitions to the National Ably in whi that body
was politely requested to disappear. Thus they led the pepl's unorganic
mass to the fray against the National Assebly, i.e., the constitutionally
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organized expres of people itself. They taught Bonaparte, to appeal
from the parliamentary body to the people. Finaly, on January 29, 1849,
the day arrived wen the constitutional assebly was to decide about its
own dissouti  On that day the body found its buiding occupied by the
military; Changarnier, the Genera of the party of Order, in whose hands
was joined the supreme command of both the National Guards and the
regulars, held that day a great military review, as thugh a battle were
immnent; and the coalized royalists declared threategly to th
nstitutial assembly that force would be applied if it did not act
willingly. It was willing, and chaffered only for a very shrt respite.
What else was the 29th of January, 1849, than the "coup detat" of
December 2, 1851, only executed by the royalists with Napoleon's aid
against the republian National Asbly? These gentleme did not
ntice, or did not want to notice, that Napolon utilized the 29th of
January, 1849, to cause a part of the troops to file before him i front of
the Tuieries, and that he seized with avidity this very first ope exerci
of the military against the parliamentary power in order to hit at Calgula.
The alied royalists saw only their own Changarnier.

thr reas that particularly moved the party of Order forcibly to
shorten the term of the contitutial assembly were the organic laws, the
aws that were to supplt the Constitution, as, for istance, the laws on
education, on region, etc. The ad royalists had every interest i
framig these law themsves, and not allowing them to be framed by th
already suspicious republcans. Aong the organc laws, there was,
however, oe on the responsbity of the President of the republic. In
1851 the Legislature was just engaged in framig such a law when
Bonaparte foretaled that potical stroke by his own of Deber 2.
What all would not the coalized royalts have given in their winter
parliamentary campaign of 1851, had they but found ths "Respaibility
law" ready made, and framed at that, by the suspicius, the vicious
republican Assebly!

After, on January 29, 1849, the constitutive assebly had itsf broken
its last weapo, the Barrot ministry and the "Frids of Order" harassed it
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to death, Ift nothing undone to humate it, and wrung from its weaknes,
despairing of itsf, laws that cost it the last vestige of respect with the
publi. Bonaparte, occupied with his ow fixed Napoleonic idea, was
audacius enough opely to exploit ths degradation of the parliamentary
power: When the Natioa Asembly, on May 8, 1849, passed a vote of
censure upon the Ministry on account of the occupation of Cvita-Vecchia
by Oudinot, and ordered that the Roman expeditio be brought back to its
alleged purpose, Bonaparte published that sam evening i the "Moniteur"
a letter to Oudit, in wich he congratulated him on his heroic feats, and
already, in contrast with the quill-pushing parliamtarian, pod as th
generous protector of the Army. Theroyalists smiled at th They took
h siply for their dupe. Finally, as Marrast, the President of the
constitutional assebly, beved on a certain occasion the safety of th
body to be in danger, and, resting on the Constitution, made a requisition
upon a Colon, together with his regimt, the Colonel refused obedice,
took refuge beind the "disciple,” and referred Marrast to Changarnier,
who scrnfully sent him off with the remark that he did not like
"bayottes inteligente” [#1 Inteigent bayots] In Noveber, 1851,
as the codized royalists wanted to begin the decisive struggle with
Bonaparte, they sought, by means of their notorious "Quetors Bill," to
enforce the principle of the right of the President of the National Assembly
to issue direct requisitions for troops One of their Generals, Léeflo,
supported the motion. In vain did Changarnier vote for it, or did Thiers
render hage to the cautious wisdo of the late constitutional assembly.
The Minister of War, St. Arnaud, answered him as Changarnier had
answered Marrast--and he did so amidst the plaudits of the Mountain.

Thus did the party of Order itsf, when as yet it was not the National
Assembly, when as yet it was only a Ministry, brand the parlamntary
regim.  And yet th party objects vociferoudy when the 2d of
December, 1851, banishes that regime from France!

We wis it a happy journy.
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CHAPTER |11

On May 29, 1849, the legiative Natioa Asembly convened. On
December 2, 1851, it was broken up. This period embraces the term of
the Constitutional or Parliamtary publi

In the first French revolution, upon the reign of the Constitutionalists
succeeds that of the Girondi; and upo the reign of the Girondin
follows that of the Jacobins. Each of the partie in succession rests
upon its more advaned element. So soon as it has carried the revolution
far enough not to be able to keep pace with, much le march ahead of it, it
Is shoved aside by its more daring al, who stand behind it, and it is sent
tothe guillotine. Thus the revolution move aong an upward line.

Just the reverse in 1848. The proltarian party appears as an
appendage to the small traders or democratic party; it is betrayed by the
latter and alld to fal on April 16, May 15, and in the June days In
its turn, the decrati party leans upon the shoulders of the bourgeois
republ cans; barely do the bourgeos republicans believe themselves firmly
| poer, than they shake off these troubl associates for the purpose
f themsves laning upon the shoulders of the party of Order. The
party of Order draws in its shulders, lets the bourgeois republicans
tumbl dow heels over head, and throws itself upon the shoulders of the
armed poer. Finaly, sti of the mid that it is sustained by th
shoulders of the armed power, the party of Order notices one fine mrning
that the shoulders have turned into bayonets Each party kicks backward
at those that are pushing forward, and leans forward upon those that are
crowding backward; no wonder that, in th ludicrous posture, each |
ts balance, and, after having cut the unavoidable grimaces, breaks down
amd singular somrsaults. Accordingly, the revolution move along a
doard I. It finds itself i this retreatig mtion before the last
February-barricade is cleared away, and the first governmental authority of
the revolution has been constituted.
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The period we now have before us embraces the mtliest jumble of
cryig contradictions: constitutionalists, who openly conpire against th
Constituti; revoutits, who admittedly are constitutial; a National
ssembly that wies to be omnipotent yet remains parlamntary; a
Mountal, that finds its ocupation in submion, that parrie its present
defeats with prophecies of future victories; royalists, who constitute the
"patres conscripti” of the republic, and are compelld by the situation to
uphold abroad the hostile monarchic houses, whose adherents they are,
while in France they support the republic that they hate; an Executive
power that finds its stregth in its very weakness, and its dignity in the
contempt that it inspires; arepublic, that i nothing else than the cobied
infamy of two monarchies--th Restorati and the July Monarchy--with
an imperial label; unions, whose first clause is diunion; struggl, whos
first law isin-decision; in the name of peace, barren and hollow agitation;
I the nam of the revolution, solemn sermozings on peace; pasons
without truth; truths without passion; heroes without heroism; htory
wthut events; development, whose oly moving force seems to be the
calendar, and tiresome by the constant reiterati of the same tensis and
relaxes; contrasts, that seem to intensify themselves peridically, only in
rder to wear themsves off and collapse without a solution; pretentious
efforts made for sho, and bourgeois frights at the danger of the
destruction of the wrld, ssimultanus with the carryig on of the pettiest
Intrigues and the performance of court cdies by the world's saviours,
who, in their "laisser aler," recall the Day of Judgmt not so much as the
days of the Fronde; the official collective genius of France brought to
same by the artful stupidity of a single individual; the collctive will of
the nation, as often as it speaks through the general suffrage, seeking its
true expressi in the prescriptive enemi of the public interests until it
finaly finds it in the arbitrary will of a filibuster. If ever a slice from
story is drawn black upo black, it i th Men and events appear as
reversd "Schlemihls,” [#1 The hero In Chamisso's "Peter Schemihi,”
who lo hs own shadow.] as shadows, the bodies of wh have been
It. Therevolution itsf paralyzes its 0 apostles, and equips oy its
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adversaries with pasionate violence. When the "Red Spectre”
constantly conjured up and exorcid by the counter-revoutits finay

does appear, it does not appear with the Aarchist Phrygian cap on its head,
but in the uniform of Order, in the Red Breeches of the French Sodier.

We saw that the Ministry, which Bonaparte installed on December 20,
1849, the day of his"Ascensio," was a ministry of the party of Order, of
the Legitimt and Orleanist coaition. The Barrot-Falloux mstry had
weathered the republian constitutive convention, whose term of lifeit had
srted wth more or le violence, and found itself still at the helm
Changamer, the General of the ald royalists continued to unite in h
person the command-i-chief of the First Military Divi and of the
Parisian Natial Guard. Finadly, the general electios had secured the
large majority in the Natial Asembly to the party of Order. Here the
Deputies and Peers of Louis Phillipe mt a saintly crowd of Legitimists,
for wose benefit numrous ballots of the nati had been coverted into
admion tickets to the political stage. The Bonapartist representative
were to thinly sowed to be able to build an idependent parliamtary
party. They appeared only as "mauvaise queue’ [#2 Practical joke]
played upon the party of Order. Thus the party of Order was in
possession of the Governmt, of the Army, and of the legidative body, i
short, of the total por of the State, morally strengthd by the general
elections, that caused their sovereignty to appear as the will of the people,
and by the siultaneous victory of the cunter-revolution on the wole
continent of Europe.

Never did party ope its campaign with larger means at its diposal
and under more favorable auspices

The shipwrecked pure republicans found themslves i the legidative
National Ably mited down to a clique of fifty mn, with the African
Generals Cavaignac, Lamrciere and Bedeau at its head. The great
Opposition party was, hever, formed by the Mountain. Thi
parliamentary baptismal name was given to itself by the Socia
Demcratic party. It disposed of more than tw hundred votes out of the
seven hundred and fifty in the Natioal Asembly, and, hence, was at least
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just as powerful as any one of the three factis of the party of Order. Its
relative minority to the total royalist coalition seemed counterbalanced by
gpecia circumstances. Not only did the Departmntal electi returns
show that it had gaied a coderable foowing among the rura
population, but, furthrmore, it numbered almst all the Paris Deputi in
its camp; the Army had, by the electi of three under-officers, made a
confesson of democratic faith; and the leader of the Mountain, Ledru-
Rollin had in contrast to all the representatives of the party of Order, been
raised to the rank of the "parliamentary nobility" by five Departmts,
who combied their suffrages upon him Accordingly, in view of the
vitable cion of the royalists among themselve, on the one hand,
and of the whe party of Order wth Boaparte, on the othr, the
Mountai seemed o May 29,1849, to have before it al the elements of
success. A fortnight later, it had lost everything, its honor included.
Before we follow this parliamentary history any further, a few
observatis are necessary, in order to avoid certain coon deception
concerning the whole character of the epoch that lies before us. According
to the view of the decrats, the issue, during the period of the legidative
Natial Asembly, was, the sam as during the period of the constitutive
assembly, sply the struggle between republicans and royalts; the
ovement itself was sumed up by them in the catch-word Reaction--
night, in which all cats are grey, and alows them to draw! out their drowsy
comonplaces. Indeed, at first sight, the party of Order presets the
appearance of atangle of royalist factions, that, not only intrigue against
each other, each aing to raise its own Pretender to the throne, and
exclude the Pretender of the Opposite party, but al are al united in a
comon hatred for and coon attacks against the "Republc." On its
de, the Mountai appears, in counter-distiction to the royalt
conspiracy, as the represtative of the "Republic.” The party of Order
seems constantly engaged in a "Reacti," which, neither mre nor |
than in Prusa, i directed againt the press, the right of assciation and
the Ike, and is enforced by brutal poce interventions on the part of the
bureaucracy, the police and the publi proecutor--just as in Prussa; the
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Mountain on the contrary, is engaged with equal asduity in parrying
these attacks, and thus i defending the "eternal rights of man"--as every
so-called pepl's party has mre or less done for the last hundred and
fifty years. At a closer inspection, however, of the stuation and of the
parties, this superficia appearance, which veils the Class Struggle,
together with the peculiar physognoy of this period, vanishes wholly.
Legitits and Orleanists constituted, as said before, the tw large
factions of the party of Order. What hld the tw factions to their
respective Preteders, and inversely kept them apart from each other, what
else was it but the lily and the triolor, the House of Bourbo and th
house of Orleans, different shades of royalty? Under the Bourbon,
Large Landed Property ruled together with its parsons and lackeys; under
the Orleant, it was the high finance, large industry, large coerce, i.e.,
Capital, wth its retinue of lawyers, professors and orators. Th
L egitimate kigdom was but the potical expreson for the hereditary rule
of the landlords, as the July monarchy was bur the political expresson for
the usurped rule of the bourgeois upstarts.  What, accordingly, kept thes
two factions apart was no s-cald set of prinples, it was their material
conditions for life--tw different sorts of property--; it was the old
antago of the City and the Country, the rivary between Capital and
Landed property. That sultaneously old recoecti; persa
aniti, fears and hopes; preudices and illusions, sympath and
antipath; convictions, faith and prinples bound these faction to o
House or the other, who denies it? Upon the several forms of property,
upon the social conditions of existence, a whole superstructure i reared of
various and peculiarly saped feelings, illusions, habits of thought and
conceptions of life. The whole cass produces and shapes these out of its
material foundation and out of the corresponding social condition. The
dividual unit to who they flo through tradition and education, may
fancy that they constitute the true reasons for and premi of h conduct.
though Orleanists and Legitimts, each of these factions, sought to
make itself and the other believe that what kept the two apart was the
attachmt of each to its respective roya House, neverthe, facts
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proved later that it rather was their divided interest that forbade the union
of the tw royal Houses. As, in private life, the distinction is made
betwen wat a man thiks of hielf and says, and that wich hereally is
and does, so, al the more, must the phrase and notions of partie in
storic struggles be ditinguid from the real organi, and thr real
terests, their ntions and their reality. Orleanists and Legitits found
themselve in the republic beside each other with equal caims Each
side wishing, in oppotion to the other, to carry out the restoration of its
own royal House, meant nothing else than that each of the two great
Interests into whic the bourgee is divided--Land and Capital--sought
to restore its own supremacy and the subordinacy of the other. We speak
of tw bourgeois iterests because large landed property, despite its feudal
coquetry and pride of race, has be compltey bourge through the
developmnt of modern society. Thus did the Tories of England Ig
fancy that they were enthusiastic for the Kingdom, the Church and the
beauties of the old English Constitution, until the day of danger wrung
from them the admissio that their enthusasm was only for Ground Ret.
The coalized royalists carried on their intrigues against each other in
the press, in Ems, in Clarmot--outside of the parliamt. Behind the
scenes, they don again their old Orleanit and Legitist liveries, and
conduct their old tourneys; o the public stage, however, i their public
acts, as a great parliamentary party, they dispose of their respetive royal
houses with mre courtesi, adjourn "in infinitum" the restoration of the
monarchy. Thelr real busi transacted as Party of Order, i. e., under
a Social, not a Political title; as representatives of the bourgeois social
system; not as knights of traveling princesses, but as the bourgeois clas
against the other classes; not as royalsts against republicans. Indeed, as
party of Order they exercised a mre unlimited and harder donion over
the other classes of soty than ever before eithr under the restoration or
the July monarchy-a thing poble ony under the form of a parliamentary
republic, because under this form aone could the tw large divisions of
the French bourgeoise be unted; in other words, only under th form
could they place on the order of busi the svereignty of their class, in
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lieu of the regime of a privieged faction of the same If, this
twithstandig, they are seen as the party of Order to isult the republic

and express their antipathy for it, it happed nt out of royalist tradition

y: Instinct taught them that while, indeed, the republic compltes their
authority, it at the sam ti undermid their social foundation, in that,
wthut itermediary, without the mask of the crown, wthout being able

to turn asde the nationa interest by means of its subordiate struggl
among its own conflcting elements and with the crown, the republc is
compelled to stand up sharp againt the subjugated classes, and wrestl
with them. It was a sense of weaknes that caused them to recoil before
the unqualified deands of thr own class rule, and to retreat to the less
complete, less deveped, and, for that very reason, les dangerous forms
of the same. As often, on the contrary, as the allied royalists come into
conflit with the Pretender who stands before them--with Bonaparte--, as
often as they belive ther parliamentary omnipotence to be endangered by
the Executive, in other words, as ofte as they must trot out the political
title of their authrity, they step up as Republan, nt as Royalists--and

this is done from the Orleanist Thiers, who warns the Natial Assembly
that the republic divides them least, do to Legitimt Berryer, who, on
December 2, 1851, the scarf of the tricolor around him, harangues the
pepl assbld before the Mayor's building of the Teth
Arrondissement, as a tribune in the name of the Republic; the echo,
however, derisively answering back to h: "Henry V.! Henry V!" [#3 Th
candidate of the Bourbons, or Legitimts, for the throne.]

Hover, againt the allied bourgeois, a coalition was made between
the small traders and the workingmen--the so-called Social Democratic
party. The small traders found themselves ill rewarded after the June days
f 1848; they saw their materia interests endangered, and the decratic
guarante, that were to uphold their interests, made doubtful. Hence,
they drew cloer to the workingmen. On the other hand, ther
parliamtary representatives--the Mountain--, after beg shoved aside
during the dictatorsp of the bourgeois republicans, had, during the last
half of the term of the constitutive convention, regaied their Ist
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popularity through the struggle with Bonaparte and the royalt misters.
They had made an aliance with the Soalist leaders. During February,
1849, reconciliati banquets wre held. A coon program was
drafted, jot electi coittees were empanelled, and fusion candidates

re set up. The revoutiary point was threby broken off from the

scia demands of the proletariat and a decratic turn give to them;
while, from the democratic cla of the small traders class, the mere
poitical form was rubbed off and the Socialist point was pushd forward.
Thus came the Social Democracy about. The new Mountain, the result
of this combiation, contained, with the exception of s figures from

the working cass and so Socialist sectarians, the identical eements of

the od Mountain, only numerically stronger. In the course of evets it
had, hover, changed, together wth the class that it represted. Th
peculiar caracter of the Social Democracy is summed up in this that
decratic-republican ingtitutions are deanded as the means, not to
remove the two extremes--Capital and Wage-slavery--, but in order to
eaken thr antagonism and transform them into a harmonious we.
However different the methods may be that are proposed for the
accomplishnt of this object, however much the object itself may be
festooned with more or le revolutionary fanc, the substance remai

the same. This substance is the transformation of society upon
democratic lines, but a transformation within the boundaries of the small
traders class. No one must run away with the narrow notion that the
small traders class means on principle to enforce a selfish class interest.
It believes rather that the special conditions for its own emancipation are
the geral conditions under which alone modern sciety can be saved and
the class struggl avoided. Like must we avoid running away with

the notion that the Democratic Represtatives are all "shopkeepers,” or
enthuse for the. They may--by education and individual standing--be
as distant from them as heaven is from earth. That which makes them
represtatives of the small traders class is that they do not intellectually
leap the bounds wich that cass itself do not leap in practical life; that,
consequently, they are theoretically driven to the sam problems and
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solutions, to which material interests and scia standing practically drive
the latter. Such, i fact, i at al times the relation of the "political” and
the "literary" representatives of aclass to the class they represent.

After the foregoing explanations, it go with-out saying that, while
the Mountain is constantly wrestling for the republic and the so-called
"rights of man," nethr the republic nr the "rights of man" i itsreal goal,
as little as an army, whoe weapon it is sought to deprive it of and that
defends itself, steps on the fid of battle siply in order to remain in
possio of implements of warfare.

The party of Order provoked the Mounta immdiately upon th
convening of the assbly. The bourgesie now felt the necessty of
disposing of the democratic small traders class, just as a year beforeit had
understood the necessty of putting an end to the revolutionary proetariat.

But the potio of the foe had changed. The strength of the
proltarian party was on the streets ; that of the small traders class wasin
the Natioal Asembly itself. The pot was, accordingly, to weedle
them out of the National Asembly into the street, and to have them break
their parliamentary power themselves, before | time and opportunty could
consolidate them. The Mountain jumped with loose reins into the trap.

The bombardment of Ro by the French troops was the bait thrown
at the Mountain It violated Article V. of the Constitution, which forbade
the French republic to use its forces against the Iberties of other nations;
besides, Article IV. forbade all declaration of war by the Executive without
the consent of the National Assebly; furthermore, the constitutive
assebly had censured the Roman expedition by its relutio of May 8.

Upo the grounds, Ledru-Ron submitted on June 11, 1849, a motion
peaching Bonaparte and hi Ministers. Instigated by the wasp-stings

of Thiers, he eve allowed himself to be carrid away to the point of
threatening to defend the Constitution by all means, even arms i hand.
The Mountain rose as one man, and repeated the challenge. On June 12,
the National Assebly rejected the ntion to ipeach, and the Mountain

left the parliament. The events of June 13 are known: the proclamation
by a part of the Mountain pronouncing Napoleon and his Miniters
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"outside the pale of the Cotituti"; the street parades of the democratic
National Guards, who, unarmed as they were, flew apart at contact with
the troops of Cangarnier; etc., etc. Part of the Mountain fld abroad,
another part was asgnd to the High Court of Bourges, and a
parliamtary regulation placed the rest under the sool-master
supervision of the Presidet of the Natioal Asembly. Paris was again put
under a state of sige; and the democratic portion of the National Guards
was dibanded. Thus the ifluence of the Mountain in parlamnt was
broken, together with the poer; of the small traders' classi Paris.

Lyons, where the 13th of Jun had given the signal to a bloody labor
uprising, was, together with the five surrounding Departmts, likewise
pronounced i state of siege, a condition that continues down to th
nt. [#4 January, 1852]

The bulk of the Mountain had left its vanguard i the lurch by refusing
their signatures to the proclamation; the press had derted: only two
papers dared to publi the pronunciamento; the sall traders had
betrayed their Represetatives. the National Guards stayed away, or,
where they did turn up, hindered the raising of barricades; the
Representatives had duped the small traders. nowhere were the aleged
affiliated mebers from the Army to be seen; finally, instead of gathering
stregth from them, the decratic party had infected the proletariat with
its own weakness, and, as usual with decratic feats, the leaders had the
satisfaction of charging "their pepl" with desertion, and the pepl had
the satisfaction of charging their leaders with fraud.

Seldo was an act announced with greater noise than the campaign
ntemplated by the Mountain; seldom was an event trumpeted ahead with
re certainty and longer beforehand than tile "ivitable victory of the
democracy." This is evident: the democrats believe in the trombones
before whose blasts the walls of Jericho fall together; as ofte as they
stand before the walls of despotism, they seek to imitate the miracle. If the
Mountai wished to win in parliamt, it sould not appeal to arms; if it
called to armsi parliamt, it should nt conduct itsf parliamtarily on
the street; if the friendly demonstration was meant seriousy, it was silly
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not to foresee that it would meet with a warlike reception; if it was
iteded for actual war, it was rather origina to lay aside the weapons
th whh war had to be cnducted. But th revoutiary threats of the
ddle class and of their democratic representatives are mre attempts to
frighten an adversary; when they have run themselves into a blind alley,
when they have sufficiently compromised themselves and are copelled
to execute their threats, the thing is done in a hesitating manr that avoids
nothing s much as the means to the end, and catches a pretexts to
succumb. The bray of the overture, that announces the fray, i lost in a
timid growl so soo as thi is to start; the actors cease to take themselves
serioudly, and the performance falls flat like an inflated balloon that is
pricked with aneedle.

No party exaggerates to itself the means at its disposal more than the
decratic, none deceive itself with greater heedle on the situation.
part of the Army voted for it, thereupo the Mountain is of the opinion
that the Army would revolt in its favor. Ad by what occasion? By an
occasion, that, from the standpoint of the troops, meant nothing else than
that the revolutionary soldiers should take the part of the soldirs of Rom
agait French soldiers On the other hand, the mery of June, 1848,
was still too fres not to keep alve a degp aversion on the part of th
proletariat towards the National Guard, and a strong feeling of mtrust on
the part of the leaders of the secret sties for the democratic leaders.
In order to balance these differences, great coon interests at stake were
neded. The violati of an abstract constitutional paragraph could not
supply such interests Had nt the constitution been repeatedly violated,
according to the assurances of the democrats themselves? Had not the
mst popular papers branded them as a counter-revolutiary artifice?
But the decrat--by reason of hi representing the mddl class, that isto
say, a Transition Class, in which the interests of two othr classes are
mutually dulled--, imagines himself above al class contrast. Th
decrats grant that opposed to them stands a privileged class, but they,
together with the whole remaing mass of the natio, constitute the
"PEOPLE." What they represent is the "people's rights'; their interests
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are the "peple's interests." Hence, they do not consider that, at an
impending struggle, they need to examine the interests and attitude of the
different class. They need nt too sriousy wigh their own means.
Al they have to do is to give the signa i order to have the "people’ fall
upon the "oppressors with all its iexhaustible resources. If, thereupon,
I the execution, their interests turn out to be unteresting, and their
power to be impotence, it i ascribed either to depraved sphts, who split
up the "undivisible people" into severa htile camps; or to the army
being too far brutalized and blinded to appreciate the pure am of the
democracy as its own best; or to so detall i the execution that wrecks
the whole plan; or, finally, to an unforeen accident that spoiled the game
thistime. At all events, the democrat comes out of the disgraceful defeat
as immaculate as he wet inocently into it, and wth the refreshed
conviti that h must win; not that he himelf and his party must give up
their od standpoint, but that, on the contrary, coditions must co to his
ad.

For all this, one must nt picture to himself the deciated, broken, and,
by the new parliamentary regulati, humbled Mountain atogether to
unhappy. If June 13 reoved its leaders, it, on the other hand, made
room for new o of inferir capacity, who are flattered by their new
position. If their ipotence i parliamet could no longer be doubted,
they were no justified to limt their activity to outbursts of moral
idignation. If the party of Order pretended to se in them, as the last
official representatives of the revolution, all the horrors of anarchy
incarnated, they were free to appear all the more flat and modest in reality.
Over June 13 they consoled themslves with the profound expression: "If
they but dare to assail universal suffrage . . . then . . . then we will sho
ho we are!" Nousverros. [#5 We shall see]

A to the "Mountaineers,"” who had fled abroad, it suffices here to say
that Ledru-Rollin--he having accomplshed the feat of hopey ruing,
in barely a fortnight, the powerful party at whose head he stood--, found
helf called upon to build up a French governmt "i partibus;" that hi
figure, at a distance, removed from the field of action, seemed to gain in
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sze in the measure that the Ive of the revolution sank and the official
promineces of offial France became mre and more dwarfish; that he
could figure as republican Preteder for 1852, and peridically issued to
the Walachans and other peoples crculars in which "depot of the
continent" is threatened with the feats that he and his alies had in
ntemplati  Was Proudh wolly wrong when he cried out to th

gentlemen: "Vous n'ete que des blaqueurs'? [#6 You are nothng but
fakirs]

The party of Order had, on June 13, not only broken up the Mountai,
it had aso establd the Subordination of the Constitution to the
Majority Decisions of the Nationa Ably. So, ideed, did th
republic understand it, to--wit, that the bourgeois ruled here in
parliamtary form, without, as in the moarchy, finding a check in the
veto of the Executive powr, or the lability of parliamt to dissolution
It was a "parliamentary republic,” as Thiers styled it. But if, on June 13,
the bourgeoisie secured its ompotece within the parliamet building,

did it not also strike the parliamet itsf, as against the Executive and the
pepl, with icurable weakness by excludig its mot popular part? By
giving up numrous Deputies, without further ceremoy to the mercie of
the publ proecutor, it abolid its own parliamentary inviolability.
The humiliating regulation, that it subjected the Mountai to, raisd th
President of the republic i the sam measure that it lowered the individual
Represtatives of the people. By branding an iurretion in defee of

the Constitution as anarchy, and as a deed looking to the overthrow of
socity, it interdicted to itself all appea to insurrecti whver th
Executive should violate the Constitution against it. And, indeed, th
irony of history wills it that the very General, wo by order of Boaparte
bombarded Ro, and thus gave the immdiate occasio to th
constitutional riot of June 13, that Oudinot, on December 22, 1851, i th
one imploringly and vaily to be offered to the people by the party of
Order as the General of the Constitution Anothr hero of June 13,
Vieyra, who earned prais from the tribune of the National Asembly for
the brutalities that he had committed i the decratic newspaper offices
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at the had of a gang of National Guards in the hre of the high finance--
th identical Vieyra was initiated in the conspiracy of Bonaparte, and
contributed materially in cutting off all protection that could com to th
Natial Asembly, in the hour of its agony, from the side of the National
Guard. Jun 13 had till anther meaning. The Mountain had wanted
to place Bonaparte under charges. Their defeat was, accordingly, a direct
victory of Bonaparte; it was his persa triumph over hs democratic
enemies. The party of Order fought for the victory, Bonaparte needed
only to poketit. Hedidso. On June 14, aproclamation was to be read
o the walls of Paris werein the President, as it were, without his
connivance, against his will, driven by the mere force of circumstances,
steps forward from his cterly seclusion like misudged virtue,
coplain of the calum of his antagonists, and, while seemig to
identify hi ow person with the cause of order, rather identifies the cause
of order with hi own person. Besides this, the Natia Asembly had
subsequently approved the expedition againt Rom; Bonaparte, hoever,
had take the initiative in the affair. After he had led the High Priest
Samuel back into the Vatican, he could hope as Kig David to occupy the
Tuilerie  He had won the parson-interests over to himelf.

The riot of June 13 limited itself, as w have seen, to a peaceful street
process There wre, consequently, no laurels to be won from it.
Nevertheless, in these days, poor in hero and evets, the party of Order
converted this bloodles battl into a second Austerlitz. Tribune and pres
auded the army as the poer of order against the popular multitude, and
the impotence of anarchy; and Changarnier as the "bulwark of socity"--a
mystification that he finaly believed in hielf. Underhand, however,
the corps that seemed doubtful were removed from Paris; the regiments
whose suffrage had turned out mt decratic were banished from
France to Algiers the restlss hads amog the troops were consigned to
pennal quarters; finally, the shutting out of the press from the barracks,
and of the barracks from contact with the citizens was systematically
carried out.

We stand here at the critia turning point in the hitory of the French
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Natial Guard. In 1830, it had decided the downfall of the restoratio
Under Louis Philippe, every riot failed, at

whi the Natial Guard stood on the side of the troops. When, in
the February days of 1848, it showed itself pasve agait the upring
and doubtful toward Loui Philippe hielf, he gave himelf up for Ist.
Thus the conviction cast root that a revolution could not win without, nr
the Army against the National Guard. This was the superstitious faith of
the Army in bourges omnipotence. The June days of 1548, when th
whole National Guard, jointly with the regular trops, threw down the
surrection, had confirmed the superstition. After the inauguration of
Bonaparte's admstration, the poition of the Nationa Guard sank
swhat through the unonstitutional joining of their command with th
and of the First Military Divi in the person of Changarnir.

As the command of the National Guard appeared here merely an
attribute of the military commander-in-chief, so did the Guard itself appear
only as an appendage of the regular troops. Finaly, on Jun 13, th
Natial Guard was broken up, not through its partia dissolution only,
that from that date forward was peridically repeated at al pots of
France, laving only wrecks of itsformer sf bend. The denstratio
of June 13 was, above al, ademonstrati of the Natial Guards. True,
they had not carried their arms, but they had carried their uniforms against
the Army--and the talisman lay just i the unforms. The Army then
learned that th unform was but a woolen rag, like any other. The spell
as broken. In the Jun days of 1848, bourgeoe and small traders
were united as Natia Guard with the Army against the proletariat; on
Jun 13, 1849, the bourgeoisi had the small traders National Guard
broken up; on December 2, 1851, the National Guard of the bourgeois
itself vand, and Bonaparte attested the fact wen he subsequently
signed the decree for its disbandment. Thus the bourgeoisie had itsf
broken its last weapon against the army, from the mont when the small
traders class no longer stood as a vassal behind, but as a rebe before it;
indeed, it was bound to do so, asit was bound to destroy with its own hand
all its means of defence against absuti, so soon as itself was abdlute.
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In the meantime, the party of Order celebrated the recovery of a power
that seemed lost in 1848 ony in order that, freed from its trammis in
1849, it be found again through invective against the republic and th
Congtitution; through the maldiction of al future, present and past
revolutions, that one included whic its ow laders had made; and,
finay, in laws by which the press was gagged, the right of association
destroyed, and the stage of sge regulated as an organc intitution. Th
National Asbly then adjourned from the middie of August to the
ddle of October, after it had appointed a Permanent Coittee for the
period of its absence. During the vacations, the Legitimts intrigued
wth Ems; the Orleanists with Claremont; Bonaparte through princely
excursions; the Departmtal Councilen in conferences over the revision
of the Constitution;--occurrenc, al of wh recurred regularly at the
periodical vacations of the National Assebly, and upon which | shall not
enter until they have matured into events. Be it here only obsrved that
the Natioal Asembly was ipolitic in vanisng from the stage for long
intervals, and leaving in view, a the head of the republic, only one,
hever srry, figure--Louis Bonaparte's-, while, to the public scandal,
the party of Order broke up into its own royalist coponent parts, that
pursued their conflcting aspirations after the restoration. As ofte as,
during the vacations the confusing noise of the parliamt was hushed,
and its body was dissolved in the natio, it was unmistakably shown that
oy on thing was still wantig to complte the true figure of the republic:
to make the vacation of the National Ably permanent, and substitute
its inripti--="Liberty, Equality, Fraternity"--by the unequivoca wrds,
"Infantry, Cavalry, Artillery
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CHAPTER IV

The National Asembly reconvened in the mddie of October. On
November 1, Bonaparte surprid it with a mssage, in which h
announced the dismal of the Barrot-Falloux Ministry, and the framig
of a ne Never have lackeys been chased from service with le
ceremony than Boaparte did his mnisters. The kiks, that wre
eventualy destined for the Natial Ably, Barrot & Copany
received in the meantime.

The Barrot Ministry was, as we have seen, coposed of Legitimists
and Orleanists; it was a Ministry of the party of Order. Bonaparte needed
that Ministry in order to dissolve the republcan constituent assebly, to
effect the expedition against Rom, and to break up the decratic party.

He had seemingly eclipsed himself bend thi Ministry, yielded the rein

to the hands of the party of Order, and assumed the modest mask, which,
under Louis Philippe, had been worn by the responsble overseer of the
newspapers--the mask of "homm de paille." [#1 Man of straw] No he
threw off the mask, it being no longer the light curtain beind which h
uld conceal, but the Iro Mask, wich preveted hi from revealing h

own physiogny. He had intituted the Barrot Ministry in order to
break up the republican National Assebly in the nam of the party of
Order; he now dismissed it i order to declare hs own name independent
of the parliament of the party of Order.

There was no want of plausible pretexts for this dial The
Barrot Mitry had neglected eve the forms of decency that would have
allowed the president of the republic to appear as a poer along with the
Natial Asembly. For instance, during the vacation of the National
Assembly, Bonaparte publid a letter to Edgar Ney, in whh he seemed
to disapprove the liberal attitude of the Pope, just as, in oppotion to th
constitutive assebly, h had published a Itter, in which he praised
Oudinot for hi attack upon the Roman republi; when the National
Assembly came to vote on the budget for the Roan expediti, Vitor
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Hugo, out of pretended liberali, brought up that letter for discussion;
the party of Order drowned th ntion of Bonaparte's under excamations
of contempt and incredulity as thugh notions of Bonaparte could not
possibly have any potical weight;--and ne of the Ministers took up the
gauntlet for h  On anothr occasion, Barrot, wth his w-know
pathos, dropped, from the speakers' tribune in the Ably, words

f indignation upon the "abomable machiations," whic, according to
him, wnt on in the immdiate vicinity of the Presidet. Finally, while
the Ministry obtained from the Natial Ably a widow's pension for

the Ducs of Orleans, it denied every mtion to raise the Presidential
civil list;--and, in Bonaparte, be it aways rembered, the Imperidl
Pretender was so closely blended wth the impecunus adventurer, that
the great idea of his beig destid to restore the Empire was ever
supplted by that other, to-wit, that the French peopl was destined to
pay his debts.

The Barrot-Falloux Ministry was the first and last parliamtary
Ministry that Bonaparte called into life.  Its dismissal marks, accordingly,
a decive period. With the Ministry, the party of Order lot, never to
regain, an indipensabl post to the maintenance of the parliamentary
regim,--th handl to the Executive poer. It isreadily understood that,
in a cuntry like France, where the Executive disposes over an army of
mre than haf a million office-holders, and, consequently, keeps
permanently a large mas of interests and existences in the copltet
dependence upon itself; where the Governmt surrounds, controls,
regulate, supervises and guards society, from its mightist acts of nationa
life, do to its most ignficant motions; from its coon life, do to
the private life of each individual; where, due to suc extraordinary
centralization, ths body of parasites acquires a ubiquity and omniscience,
a quickened capacity for motion and rapidity that fids an analgue oy
in the helpless lack of self-reliance, in the unstrung weakness of the body
scia itself;--that i such a country the National Asembly lot, with th
ntrol of the ministerial posts, all real influence; un it siultaneously
splfid the admstration; if poibl, reduced the army of office-
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holders; and, finally, allwed society and publi opinion to establish its
own organ, independent of governnt censrshp. But the Material
Interest of the French bourgeoisi is mot intimatey bound up in
maintenance of just such a large and exteively ramfied governmtal
machine. There the bourgeois provides for its ow superfluous
membershp; and supplies, in the shape of governmt salaries, what it can
not poket in the form of profit, interest, rent and fees.  On the other hand,
its Poltical Interets daily compel it to increase the power of repression,
I.e., the means and the persol of the governnt; it is a the same time
forced to conduct an uninterrupted warfare against public opinion, and,
full of suspicion, to hamtring and lam the independent organs of society-
-whenever it does not succeed in amputating them wholly. Thus the
bourgesie of France was forced by its own class attitude, on the one
hand, to destroy the conditis for al parlamntary power, its own
cluded, and, o the other, to render irresitible the Executive poer that
stood htileto it.

The new Ministry was called the d'Hautpoul Minitry. Not that
General d'Hautpoul had gained the rank of Minterial Presdet. Aong
with Barrot, Bonaparte abolished th dignity, whi, it must be granted,
condeed the President of the republic to the legal nthingnes of a
constitutional kind, of a constitutional king at that, without throne and
crow, without sceptre and without swrd, without irresponsibility,
without the imperishable possession of the highest dignity in the State, and,
what was mot untoward of all--without a civil list. The d'Hautpoul
Ministry numbered only one man of parliamentary reputation, the Jew
Fould, one of the mot notorious mebers of the high finance. To h fell
the portfoli of finance. Turn to the Paris stok quotations, and it will h
found that from Noveber 1, 1849, French stoks fall and rise with th
falling and rising of the Bonapartist shares. While Bonaparte had thus
found his ally in the Bourse, he at the same time took po of th
Police through the appointment of Carlir as Prefect of Polie.

But the conquences of the change of Ministry could reved
themselve oly in the course of evets So far, Bonaparte had taken
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only one step forward, to be al the mre glaringly driven back. Upon his
arsh meage, folled the mot servile declarations of submiveness
to the Natioal Asembly. A often as the Minters made timid attempts
to introduce his own persona hobbies as hills, they themselves seemed
uning and compelld only by their position to run the comc errands,
of wose futility they were convid in advance. A often as Bonaparte
blabbed out his plans behd the backs of h Minters, and sported his
"idees napoleo," [#2 Napoleonic ideas] his own Miters
disavowed hi from the speakers' tribune in the Natioal Asembly. Hi
aspirations after usurpation seemed to becom audible only to the end that
the ironical laughter of his adversaries should not die out. He deported
himself |ke an unappreciated genius, wh the world takes for a
simpleton. Never did lie enjoy in fuller measure the contempt of al
class than at this period. Never did the bourgeoisie rule mre
absolutey; never did it more boastfully diplay the insignia of sovereignty.

It is not hre my purpose to write the htory of its Igislative activity,
wich is sumed up in two laws passed during thi period: the law
reestablishg the duty on wine, and the laws on educati, to suppres
infidelity.  While the drinking of wine was made difficult to the
Frenchm, all the more bounteously was the water of pure life poured out
to them. Althugh in the law on the duty on win the bourgeocisie
declares the old hated Fren tariff system to be invioable, it sought, by
means of the law on education, to secure the od good will of the mas
that made the former bearable. One wonders to see the Orleanists, the
Iberal bourgeois, these old apostles of Voltarianism and of eclecti
phlosophy, entrusting the supervis of the French intellect to their
hereditary enemies, the Jesuits. But, wile Orleants and Legitists
could part cpany on the quetion of the Pretender to the crown, they
understood full well that their joint reign dictated the joining of the means
of oppression of two ditit epoch; that the means of subjugation of th
July monarchy had to be supplemented with and strengthened by the
means of subjugation of the restoration.

The farmers, deceived in al their expectations, mre than ever ground
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down by the law scale of the price of corn, o the one hand, and, on th
other, by the growing load of taxatio and mortgages, began to stir in th
Departmnts. They were answered by the systematic baiting of th
schol masters, w the Governnt subjected to the cergy; by the
systematic baiting of the Mayors, whom it subjected to the Prefects; and
by a system of espionage to which all were subjected. In Paris and the
large towns, the reaction itsf carries the physiognomy of its own epoc ;

It irritates more than it cows ; in the country, it becos low, man, petty,
tirese, vexatius,--in a word, it becos "gensdarme" It is easily
understood h three years of the gendarme regime, sanctified by the
regi of the clergyman, was bound to deralize unripe masses.

Whatever the mass of passion and declamation, that the party of Order
expended from the speakers' tribune in the National Asembly againt the
nority, its spee remained monosyllabic, like that of the Cristian,
we speech was to be "Aye, aye; nay, nay." It was monosyllabi,
whether from the tribune or the press ; dull as a conundrum, who
olution is known beforehand. Whether the question was the right of
petiti or the duty on wine, the liberty of the press or free trade, clubs or
municipal laws, protecti of individual freedom or the regulation of
national economy, the sSlogan returns ever agan, the theme is
monotonusly the same, the verdict is ever ready and unanged:
Socialism! Even bourgeoi liberali is pronounced sciaisti; scialistic,
alike, i pronounced popular educatio; and, likewise, socialistic national
financia reform. It was sociadistic to build a railroad whre already a
canal was;, and it was socialistic to defend onesalf with a stick when
attacked with a sword.

This was not a mre form of speech, a fashion, nor yet party tacti
The bourgeoisie perceive correctly that all the weapons, which it forged
against feudalism, turn their edges against itsf; that all the means of
education, wh it brought forth, rebe against its ow civilization; that all
the gods, which it made, have fallen away fromit. It understands that a
its so-called citizens' rights and progressive organs asail and menace its
class rule, both in its social foundation and its political superstructure--
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consequently, have beco "socidlitic." It justly scents in th mnace

and assault the secret of Socialism, whose meaning and tendency it
estimates mre correctly than the spurious, so-called Soalism, is capable
of estiating itself, and which, coquetly, is unable to understand how

it i that the bourgeoisie obdurately shuts up its ears to it, alike whethr it
sentintally wh about the sufferigs of humanity; or anunces in

Chritian style the millennium and universal brotherhood; or twaddles
humanistically about the soul, culture and freedom; or dotrinally matches
out a system of harmony and wbeg for al classes. What, howver,

the bourgeoisie do not understand is the consequence that its o
parliamtary regim, its ow political reign, is aso of necessity bound to
fall under the general ban of "sdti." So long as the rule of the
bourgeoise is not fully organzed, has not acquired its purely political
character, the contrast with the other classes cannot co into view in d
its sharpness;, and, where it does com into view, it cannot take that
dangerous turn that converts every conflict wth the Governnt into a
conflit with Capital. Wh, hover, the French bourgeoise began to
realize in every pulsation of soety a mnace to "peace,” how could it, at
the head of soety, pretend to uphd the regi of unrest, its own regime,

the parlamntary regime, which, according to the expressio of one of its
own orators, lives in struggle, and through struggle? The parliamentary
regim lves on discussion,--how can it forbid diusion? Every sigl
terest, every sigl socia institution is there converted into geral
thoughts, is treated as a thought,--how could any iterest or institution
clai to be above thought, and impose itself as an article of faith? The
orators conflict in the tribune calls forth the conflt of the rowdie in the
press the debating club in parliament i necesarily supplemented by
debating clubs in the salons and the barroo; the representatives, who are
constantly appealing to popular opinion, justify popular opinion i
expressing its real opinion in petitions. The parliamtary regi leaves
everything to the decion of mgorities,--how can the large maorities
beyod parliament be expected not to w to decide? If, from above,
thy har th fiddl screeching, what elsis to be expected than that those
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belo should dance?

Accordingly, by now persecuting as Socialist what formerly it had
celebrated as Liberal, the bourgeoe admits that its own interest orders it
to raieitdf above the danger of df governmet; that, in order to restore
rest to the land, it ow bourgeois parliamet must, before all, be brought to
rest; that, in order to preserve its social power unhurt, its political power
must be broke; that the private bourgeois can cotiue to exploit th
thr classes and regjoice in "property,” "famiy," "religion" and "order"
only under the coditio that his own class be condemned to the same
poitical nullity of the other classe, that, in order to save their purse, the
crown must be knocked off their heads, and the sword that was to shield
them, must at the same time be hung over ther heads as a sword of
Damcles.

In the domain of general bourgeois interests, the Natial Ably
proved itself so barren, that, for instance, the disussion over the Paris-
Avignon railroad, opened in the winter of 1850, was not yet ripe for avote

December 2, 1851. Wherever it did not oppress or was reactionary,
the bourgeoe was smitten wth incurable barrenness.

Wh Bonaparte's Ministry either sought to take the initiative of laws
in the spirit of the party of Order, or eve exaggerated thr severity in
their eforcement and admnistration, h, on his part, sought to wi
popularity by means of childishly sy propositions, to exhibit the contrast
between himself and the National Assembly, and to hint at a secret plan,
held in reserve and only through circumstances temporariy prevented
from dising its hidden treasures to the French people. Of th nature
was the propositi to decree a daily extra pay of four sous to the under-
officers; s, like, the proposition for a "wrd of honor" loan bank for
wrking-men. To have money given and money borrowed--that was th
perspective that he hped to cajoe the mas with.  Presents and loans--
to that was limited the fiancia wisdom of the ums, the high as we as
the; to that were limited the springs which Boaparte knew how to set
I mti Never did Pretender speculate more duly upo the dullnes
of the masses.

51



The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

Again and again did the Natioal Asembly fly into a pason at thes
untakabl e attepts to wi popularity at its expense, and at the growg
danger that th adventurer, lashd on by debts and unrestraid by
reputation, mght venture upon s desperate act. The strained
relatios between the party of Order and the Presdet had taken on a
threatening aspect, when an unforeseen event threw him back, rueful into
itsarms. We mean the supplementary elections of March, 1850. Thes
elections took place to fill the vacancies created in the National Assbly,
after June 13, by imprisonment and exile. Paris eected ony Social-
Demcratic candidates; it even united the largest vote upon one of the
inurgents of June, 1848,--Defltte. In this way the small traders wrld
of Paris, now ad with the proletariat, revenged itslf for the defeat of
June 13, 1849. It seemed to have disappeared from the field of battle at
the hour of danger only to step on it again at a mre favorable opportunity,
with increased forces for the fray, and with a bolder war cry. A
circumtance seemed to highten the danger of this electora victory. The
Army voted in Paris for a June insurget against Lahitte, a Minister of
Bonaparte's, and, in the Departmnts, mostly for the candidate of the
Mountai, who, there aso, athough not as decisively as in Paris,
maintained the upper hand over their adversaries.

Bonaparte suddenly saw himself again face to face with the revolution.
A on January 29, 1849, as o Jun 13, 1849, on May 10, 1850, he
vanished again behind the party of Order. He bent lo; he tidly
apolgized; he offered to appoint any Ministry whatever at the behest of
the parlamntary majority ; he eve implored the Orleant and Legitimist
party leaders--the Thiers, Berryers, Broglies, Moles, in short, the s-called
burgraves--to take hold of the helm of State in pers The party of
Order did not kno hw to utilize th opportunity, that was never to
return. Instead of boldly takig possession of the proffered por, it did
not even force Bonaparte to restore the Ministry dismissed on Noveber 1;
it cntented itself with humiliating him with its pardon, and with
affiliating Mr. Baroche to the d'Hautpoul Ministry. Thi Baroche had, as
Publc Prosecutor, stormed before the High Court at Bourges, once againt
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the revolutionists of May 15, anothr tim against the Democrats of June
13, both tis on the charge of "attentats' against the National Ably.

None of Bonaparte's Miters ctributed later mre towards th
degradation of the National Ably; and, after December 2, 1851, we
meet him again as the comfortably stalled and dearly paid Vice-President
of the Senate. He had spat into the soup of the revolutionists for Bonaparte
to eat it.

On its part, the Socia Democratic party seemed only to look for
pretexts i order to make its own victory doubtful, and to dul its edge
Vidal, one of the newly elected Paris representatives, was returned for
Strassburg also. He was induced to decline the seat for Paris and accept
the one for Strasburg. Thus, instead of giving a definite character to
their victory at the hustigs, and thereby compelling the party of Order
forthth to contest it i parliamet; instead of thus driving the foe to
battle at the season of popular enthusiasm and of a favorable teper in the
Army, the democratic party tired out Paris with a new campaign during the
months of March and Apiril; it allowed the excited popular pass to
wear themsves out in this scond provisional electoral play it allowed
the revolutionary vigor to satiate itsf with constitutional successe, and
| its breath in petty intrigues, hollow declamation and sham moves, it
gave the bourgeoisie ti to collect itself and make its preparati finally,
it allowed the signfiance of the March elections to find a setientally
weakening commentary at the subsequent April election in the victory of
Eugene Sue. In one word, it turnd the 10th of March into an April Fool.

The parliamentary majority perceived the weakness of its adversary.
Its seventeen burgraves--Boaparte had left to it the direction of and
responsibility for the attack--, framed a new election law, the moving of
wich was entrusted to Mr. Faucher, who had appld for the honor. On
May 8, he introduced the new law whereby universal suffrage was
abolished; a three years residence in the election distrit imposed as a
condition for voting; and, finaly, the proof of this redece made
dependet, for the workig-man, upon the testimony of his employer.

revoutiarily as the democrats had agitated and stormed during
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the constitutional struggles, so constitutionally did they, no, when it was
Imperative to attet, arms in hand, the earnestness of thr late electora
victories, preach order, "majestic camns," lawful conduct, i. e., blind
submissi to the will of the counter-revoution, which reveald itself as
aw During the debate, the Mountain put the party of Order to same by
maintaining the passionless attitude of the law-abiding burger, who
upholds the principle of law against revolutionary pasions, and by
twittig the party of Order with the fearful reproach of proceeding in a
revolutionary manr. Even the ney elected deputies took pais to
prove by their decent and thoughtful deportmt what an act of
msjudgment it was to decry them as anarchits, or explain their electio
as avitory of the revolution. The new election law was passed on May 31.
The Mountain contented itself with suggling a protest into the pokets of
tile Presdet of the Asembly. To the election law followed a new pres
aw, whereby the revolutionary press was compltey doe away with. It
had deserved its fate. The "National" and th "Prese," two bourgeoi
rgans, remaied after this deluge the extreme outposts of the revolution

We have se ho, during March and April, the decratic leaders did
everything to involve the people of Paris in a sam battle, and how, after
May 8, they did everything to keep it away from areal battle. We may
not here forget that the year 1850 was one of the most brilliant years of
industrial and commercial prosperity; consequently, that the Parisian
proltariat was copletely employed. But the eectio law of May 31,
1850 excluded them from all partiipation i political power; it cut the
field of battle itsf from under them; it threw the workingm back into
the state of pariahs, which they had occupied before the February
revolution In allowing themsves, in sight of such an occurrence, to be
d by the democrats, and in forgetting the revoutionary interests of their
class through temporary comfort, the workingmen abdicated the honor of
being a conquering power; they submtted to their fate; they proved that
the defeat of June, 1848, had icapacitated them from resistance for many
a year to com finally, that the historic process must again, for the time
being, proceed over their heads. As to the small traders democracy,
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wich, on June 13, had cried out: "If they but dare to assail universal
uffrage.. .. th. .. th we will show who we are!"--they now consed
themslves with the thought that the counter-revolutionary bl, which
had struck them, was no blow at al, and that the law of May 31 was no
law. On May 2, 1852, according to them, every Frenchman would appear
at the hustings, in one hand the balot, in the other the srd. With this
prophecy they set their hearts at ease.  Finally, the Army was punished by
Its superiors for the eections of May and April, 1850, as it was pund
for the election of May 29, 1849. This tim, hoever, it said to itsf
determinately: "The revolution shall not chat us athird ti"

The law of May 31, 1850, was the "coup d'etat" of the bourgeoe.
Al its previous conquests over the revolution had only a teporary
character: they became uncertain the mont the National Assembly
stepped off the stage; thy depended upo the accidet of general electis,
and the history of the elections since 1848 proved irrefutably that, i th
same measure as the actua reign of the bourgeoisie gathered strength, its
mral reign over the masses wore off. Unversal suffrage pronounced itself
on May 10 potedly against the reign of the bourgeoise; the bourge
ansered with the banishent of universal suffrage. The law of May 31
was, accordingly, one of the necesities of the cass struggle. On the
other hand, the cnstitution required a mnimum of two millio votes for
the valid gectio of the Presdent of the republ If none of th
Presidential candidates polled this mum, then the Natial Assembly
was to elect the President out of the three candidate polling the highest
vote At the tim that the constitutive body made this law, te miion
voters were registered on the election rolls In its opinion, accordingly,
oe-fifth of the qualified voters suffied to make a choice for President
valid. Thelaw of May 31 struck at least three million voters off the rolls,
reduced the number of qualfied voters to seven million, and yet, not
wthtanding, it kept the lawful minimum at two millions for the election
of aPresident. Accordingly, it raised the lawful mium from afifth to
amt athird of the qualified voters, i.e., it did al it could to smuggl th
Presidential election out of the hands of the people into those of th

55



The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

National Ably. Thus, by the electi law of May 31, the party of
Order seemed to have doubly secured its empire, i that it placed th
election of both the National Asembly and the President of the republi in
the keeping of the stable portion of society.
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CHAPTERYV

The strife immdiately broke out again betwen the Natia
Assbly and Bonaparte, so soon as the revolutionary crisis was
weathered, and unversal suffrage was abod.

The Constitution had fixed the salary of Bonaparte at 600,000 francs.
Barely half ayear after hisinstallation, he succeeded in raising this sum to
its double: Odillon Barrot had wrung from the constitutive assebly a
yearly alowance of 600,000 francs for so-called represtati expe
After June 13, Bonaparte hted at ssimar solicitations, to which, hever,
Barrot then turned a deaf ear. Now, after May 31, he forthwith utilized
the favorable mot, and caused his msters to move a civi list of
three miions i the National Assebly. A Ing adventurous, vagabond
career had gifted him with the best developed antennae for feeling out the
weak monts wh he could venture upon squeezing money from his
bourgeois. He carried on regular blackmail. The Natioal Asembly
had maied the svereignty of the people with his aid and hs knowledge:

h now threatened to denoune its crime to the tribunal of the pepl, if it

did not pull out its purs and buy hi sce with three mions annually.

It had robbed three million Frenchmen of the suffrage: for every
Frenchan thro "out of circulation,” he deanded a franc "in
circulation." He, the elect of sx million, deanded indeity for the
votes he had been subsequently cheated of. The Coittee of the
National Ably turned the importunate fellow away. The Bonapartist
press threatened: Could the National Assembly break with the President of
the republic at atim when it had broken definitely and on principle with
the mas of the nation? It rejected the annual civil list, but granted, for
this oce, an allowance of 2,160,000 francs Thus it made itself guity of
the double weakness of granting the money, and, a the same time,
sing by its anger that it did so only unillingly. We shall presently

see to what use Bonaparte put the money. After this aggravating after-
play, that folled upon the heels of the abolition of universal suffrage,
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and in which Bonaparte exchanged his humble attitude of the days of the
cris of March and April for one of defiant impudence toards the
usurping parliament, the Natial Asembly adjourned for three months,
from August 11, to November 11. It left behind in its place a Permanent
Committee of 18 mebers that contaid no Bonapartist, but did cotain a

few moderate republicans. The Permanent Committee of the year 1849
had numbered ony mn of order and Bonapartists. At that time, however,
the party of Order declared itsf i permanence against the revolution;
now the parliamentary republic declared itself in permanence against the
President. After the law of May 31, oly this rival still confronted the
party of Order.

When the National Assembly reconvened in November, 1850, instead
of its former petty skirm with the President, a great headlong struggle,

a struggle for life between the two powers, seemed to have become
vitable.

A inthe year 1849, the party of Order had during th year's vacati,
dissolved into its two separate factions, each occupied with its own
restoration itrigue, which had received new impetus from the death of
Louis Philippe. The Legitit King, Henry V, had even appointed a
regular Mintry, that resided in Paris, and in whh sat mebers of the
Permanent Coittee. Hence, Bonaparte was, on his part, justifid in
making tours through the French Departmts, and--according to the
disposition of the towns that he happened to be gladdening with hi
presence--se times covertly, other tis mre openly blabbig out his
restoratio plans, and gaining votes for himelf On these excursions,
whi the large official "Moniteur" and the small private "Moniteurs' of
Bonaparte wre, of course, bound to celebrate as triumphal marches, he
was constantly accompanied by affiliated mebers of the "Society of
December 10" This society dated from the year 1849. Under the pretext of
founding a bevolt associatio, the slum-proletariat of Paris was
organized into secret setis, each section |d by Bonapartist agents, wth
a Bonapartit General at the head of all. Aong with ruined roues of
guestionable means of support and questionable antecedents, along with
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the foul and adventures-seeking dregs of the bourgeoisie, there were
vagabonds, disd soldiers, diarged convits, runaway galy slaves,

sharpers, jugglers, lazzaroni, pickpockets, sleight-of-hand performers,
gamblers, procurers, kepers of dirderly houses, porters, literati, organ
grinders, rag pickers, scissors grinders, tinkers, beggars--in short, that
whole undefined, dissolute, kicked-about mas that the Frenchm styl

"la Boheme" With this kindred element, Bonaparte formed the stock of the
"Soty of December 10," a "benevolent association” in s far as, like
Bonaparte himelf, all its mebers felt the need of being bevolnt to
themselves at the expense of the toiling nation.  The Bonaparte, who here
congtitutes helf Chief of the Slum-Proletariat; who oly here finds
again in plenteous form the interets which h persoally pursues; who, in
this refuse, offal and wreck of all classes, recognizes the only class upon
whi he can deped unconditionally;--this is the real Bonaparte, the
Bonaparte without qualificatio An od and crafty roue, h looks upon
the historic Ife of nations, upon their great and public acts, as comdi in

the ordinary sense, as a carnival, where the great cstumes, words and
postures srve only as masks for the pettiest chianerie So, on the
ccasion of hi expedition against Strassburg when atrained Swis vulture
Ipersonated the Napoleonic eagle; so, again, on the ocasion of his raid
upon Boulogne, when he struck a few London lackeys into French
uniform: they impersonated the army; [#1 Under the reign of Louis
Philippe, Bonaparte made tw attempts to restore the throne of Napoleon:
oe in October, 1836, in an expedition from Switzerland upon Strassburg
and one in August, 1840, i an expedition from England upon Boulogne.]
and s now, in his "Society of December 10," he collects 10,000 loafers
who are to impersonate the people as Snug the Joiner does the lion. At a
period when the bourgeoisie itself is playing the sheerest comedy, but in
the most solemn manner in the wrld, wthout doing vioce to any of th
pedantic requirements of Fren dramatic etiquette, and i itself partly
deceived by, partly convinced of, the solemnty of its ow public acts, the
adventurer, who took the cody for sipl comdy, was bound to win.

Only after he has removed his solemn opponet, wen he himself take
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seriusy his own role of emperor, and, with the Napoeonc mask on,
Imagines he impersonate the real Napoon, only then does he beco

the victim of his own peuliar conception of history--the serious clown,
who no longer takes hitory for a comedy, but a cdy for history.
What the national work-shops were to the socialist workingmen, what the
"Gardes mobiles" were to the bourgeois republcans, that was to Bonaparte
the "Society of December 10,"--a force for partisan warfare peculiar to
himself. On his journeys, the divisions of the Society, packed away on
the railroads, improvised an audience for him, performed public
enthusiasm, shuted "vive |'Empereur,” inulted and clubbed the
republicans,--all, of course, under the protection of the police. On his
return stages to Paris, th rabble ctituted hi vanguard, it forestalled or
dispersed counter-demonstrations. The "Society of December 10"
beloged to him, it was hi own handiwork, his own thught. Whatever
else he appropriates, the power of circumstances places in his hands;
whatever else he does, either circumtances do for him, or he is content to
copy from the deeds of others, but he posng before the citizen with th
official phrases about "Order,” "Religion,” "Family," "Property," and,
behind him, the secret soety of skipjacks and picaroons, the society of
disrder, of protitution, and of theft,--that is Bonaparte himself as th
original author; and the history of the "Society of December 10" is his
o htory. Now, then, it happened that Representative belonging to

the party of order occasionally got under the clubs of the Decembrists.
Nay, more. Police Commissioner Yon, who bad been assigned to th
National Ably, and was charged with the guardianship of its safety,
reported to the Permanent Committee upon th testimony of one Aais,
that a Section of the Decembrists had decided on the murder of Genera
Changarnier and of Dupin, the Presdet of the National Ably, and

had already settled upon the men to execute the decree. One can imagine
the fright of Mr. Dupin. A parliamentary inquest over the "Society of
December 10," i. e, the profanation of the Bonapartist secret world now
seemed inevitable. Just before the reconvening of the National Assebly,
Bonaparte circumspectly dissolved h Socity, of course, on paper oly.
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A late as the end of 1851, Poce Prefect Carlier vaily sought, in an
exhaustive merial, to move hi to the rea dissolution of th
Decembrists.

The "Society of December 10" was to remain the private army of
Bonaparte until he sould have succeeded i converting the publi Army
into a "Society of December 10." Bonaparte made the first attempt in
th direction shortly after the adjournent of the National Assebly, and
he did so with the money which he had just wrung fromit. A afatalit,
he lives devoted to the conviction that there are certain Higher Powers,
whom man, particularly the sodir, cannot resist. First among the
Powers he numbers cigars and champagne, cold poultry and garlic-sausage.
Accordingly, in the apartments of the Elysee, he treated first the officers
and under-officers to cgars and champagne, to cod poultry and garl-
sausage. On October 3, he repeats thi manoeuvre with the rank and file
of the troops by the review of St. Maur; and, on October 10, the same
anoeuvre again, upon alarger scale, at the army parade of Satory. The
Uncle bore in remebrance the campaigns of Alexander in Asia the
Nephew bore in remebrance the triumpha marches of Baccus i th
same country. Aexander was, indeed, a demigod; but Bacchus was a
full-fledged god, and the patron deity, at that, of the " Society of December
10."

After the review of October 3, the Permanent Committee sumoned
the Minister of War, d'Hautpoul, before it. He promised that such
breache of disipline should not recur. We have seen how, o October
10th, Bonaparte kept d'Hautpoul's word. At both reviews Changarnier
had comanded as Commander-i-cief of the Army of Paris. He, at
once mber of the Permanent Coittee, Chief of the National Guard,
the "Savir" of January 29, and June 13, the "Bulwark of Socity,"
candidate of the Party of Order for the office of President, the suspected
Monk of two monarchi,--he had never acknedged his subordiati
to the Minister of War, had ever openy scoffed a the republican
Congtitution, and had pursued Bonaparte with a protection that was
ambiguoudly distinguished. Now he became zealous for the disciplinein
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opposition to Bonaparte. Wh, on October 10, a part of the cavary
cried: "Vive Napoleon! Vivent |le saucssons;" [#2 Long live Napoleon!
Long live the sausages!] Changarnier saw to it that at least the infantry,
wich filed by under th command of hi friend Neumeyer, should
observe an icy silence. In punisnt, the Minister of War, at the
instigation of Boaparte, deposed Geral Neumeyer from his pot in
Paris, under the pretext of providing for h as Commander-i-chief of the
Fourteenth and Fifteeth Military Divisios. Neumeyer declined the
exchange, and had, in consequence, to give his resignation. On hi part,
Changarnier published on Noveber 2, an order, wherein he forbade the
troops to indulge, while under arms, in any sort of politial crie or
detrations. The papers devoted to the Elysee interests attacked
Changarnier; the papers of the party of Order attacked Boaparte; th
Permanent Cittee held frequent secret sons, at which it was
repeatedly proposed to declare the fatherland in danger; the Army seemed
divided into two hostile camps, with two hostile staffs; one at the Elysee,
where Bonaparte, the other at the Tuileries, where Changarnier resided.
Al that seemed wanting for the signal of battle to sound was the
convening of the National Ably. The French public looked upon the
friction between Bonaparte and Changarnir in the light of the English
journalist, who caracterized it in these words: "The poltical servant girl

of France are mopping away the glowing lava of the revouti with od
mops, and they scold each other while dog thr work.

Meanwhile, Bonaparte hastend to depose the Minister of War,
d'Hautpoul; to expedite him heels over head to Agiers; and to appoint in
his place Genera Schramm as Minister of War. On November 12, he
sent to the National Assembly a message of American excursivenss,
overloaded with detail, redolnt of order, athirst for concation, resignful
to the Constitution, dealg with al and everything, only not with th
burng questi of the mnt. A if in passg he dropped the wrds
that according to the expres provision of the Constitution, the President
alone disposes over the Army. The meage closed with the follg
high-sounding protestations:
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"France demands, above all things, peace . . . Alone bound by an oath,
| shall keep myself with the narrow bounds marked out by it to me. . .
As to me, elected by the peopl, and owing my poer to it aone, | shall
always submit to its lawfully expresd will. Should you at ths s
decide upon the revision of the Constitution, a Constitutional Convention
will regulate the poti of the Executive powr. |If you do not, th, th
people will, in 1852, solemnly announce its decis But, whatever the
solution may be that the future has in store, let us arrive at an
understandig to the end that never may passion, surprise or vince
decide over the fate of a great nation. . . . That whi, above all,
bespeaks my attetin i, not who will, in 1852, rule over France, but to s
devote the tie at my diposa that the interval may pas by with-out
agitati and disturbance. | have straightforwardly opened my heart to
you, you wi answer my frankness with your confidece, my good efforts
th your co-operation. God will do the rest."

The hote, hypocritidly temperate, comonplace-virtuous
anguage of the bourgeois reveds its degp meanig i the mouth of the
self-appointed ruler of the "Society of December 10," and of the picnic-
hero of St. Maur and Satory.

The burgraves of the party of Order did nt for a mont deceive
themslves on the confidence that this unbosomg deserved. They were
long blase on oath; they numbered among thelves veterans and
virtuosi of perjury. The passage about the army did not, hover, escape
them. They observed with annoyance that the message, despite its prolix
enumeration of the lately enacted laws, passed, with affected silence, over
the most important of al, the electi law, and, mreover, in case no
revision of the Constitution was hed, |eft the choice of the President, in
1852, with the pepl. The electi law was the bal-and-chain to the
feet of the party of Order, that hidered them from walking, and no
assuredly from storming. Furthermore, by the offial dibandment of
the "Society of December 10," and the dismissal of the Minister of War,
d'Hautpoul, Bonaparte had, with his own hands, sacrificed the scapegoats
o the dltar of the fatherland. He had turned off the expected collision.
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Finally, the party of Order itsf anxiously sought to avoid every decisive
conflict with the Executive, to weaken and to blur it over. Fearing to lose
Its conquests over the revolution, it let its rival gather the fruits thereof.
"France demands, above al things, peace," with this language had the
party of Order been apostrophzing the revolution, since February; with
this language did Bonaparte's message n apostrophze the party of
Order: "France demands, above al thgs, peace." Bonaparte committed
acts that amed at usurpati, but the party of Order committed a
"disturban of the peace,” if it raised the hue and cry, and explaid them
hyporondriacally. The sausages of Satory were mouse-still when
nobody talked about them;--France demands, above all things, peace.”
Accordigly, Bonaparte demanded that h be let alone; and th
parliamentary party was lamed wth a double fear: the fear of re-conjurig
up the revolutionary disturbance of the peace, and the fear of itself
appearing as the disturber of the peace in the eyes of its own class, of the
bourgeosie. Seeing that, above al things, France demanded peace, the
party of Order did not dare, after Bonaparte had said "peace’ in his
message, to answer "war." The publ, who had proed to itself the
pleasure of seeing great scen of scandal at the opening of the Natial
Assbly, was cheated out of its expectations. The opposition deputies,
who demanded the submisson of the minutes of the Permanent
Committee over the October occurrences, were outvoted. Al debate that
mght excite was fld from on prinple. The labors of the Natial
Assembly during November and December, 1850, were without interest.

Finally, toward the end of December, began a guerilla warfare about
certain prerogatives of the parliamt. The movet sank into the mire
of petty chicaneries on the prerogative of the two powers, since, wth the
aboltion of universal suffrage, the bourgeoisie had done away with the
class struggle.

A judgmnt for debt had been secured agait Mauguin, one of the
Representatives. Upon inquiry by the President of the Court, the
Minister of Justice, Rouher, declared that an order of arrest shuld be
made out without delay. Manguin was, accordigly, cast into the debtors
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prison. The National Ably bristld up wh it heard of the
“attetat.” It not only ordered hi immdiate release, but had h
forcibly taken out of Clihy the same evening by its own greffier. In
order, neverthles, to shield its belief in the "sacrednes of private
property," and also with the ulterior thought of opening, in case of need,
an asylum for trouble Mountaiers, it deared the imprisonmet of a
Representative for debt to be permisible upon its previous consent. It
forgot to decree that the President also could be locked up for debt. By
its act, it wped out the last semblance of inviolability that surrounded th
bers of its own body.

It will be remebered that, upon the testiy of one Allai, Police
Commissioner Yon had charged a Section of Decembrists with a plan to
murder Dupin and Changarnier. With an eye upo that, the questors
propod at the very first session, that the parlamnt organize a polce
force of its ow, pad for out of the private budget of the National
Assbly itself, and wholly independent of the Police Prefects. The
Minister of the Interir, Baroche, proteted agait th trespass on his
preserves. A miserabl compromise followed, according to which the
Police Coissioner of the Asembly was to be paid out of its own
private budget and was to be subject to the appotment and dismissal of
Its ow questors, but only upo previous agreement with the Miniter of
the Interior. In the meantime Allais had been prosecuted by the
Governnt. It was an easy thing in Court, to prest his tetimony in
the light of a mystification, and, through the mouth of the Publ
Prosecutor, to throw Dupin, Changarnier, Yo, together with the whol
National Ably, into aridiculous light. Thereupon, on December 29,
Minister Baroe writes a letter to Dupin, in which he demands the
dismissal of Yon. The Coittee of the National Asembly decides to
keep Yon in office; nevertheless, the Natioa Asembly, frightened by its
own violence in the affair of Mauguin, and accustomed, every time it has
shied a blow at the Executive, to receive back from it two in excange,
does not sancti thsdeci It dismisses Yon in reward for his zedl i
office, and robs itself of a parlamntary prerogative, indipeable against
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a pers wo do nt decide by night to execute by day, but decides by
day and executes by night.

We have se how, during the months of November and December,
under great and severe provocatis, the Natioal Asembly evaded and
refused the combat with the Executive power. Now we see it compelld
to accept it on the smallest occasios. In the affair of Mauguin, it
confirm in priciple the liability of a Representative to imprisonmt for
debt, but to itself reserves the poer of allowing the principle to be
appld only to the Representatives wh it didikes-and for this
infamous privilege we see it wrangling with the Minister of Justice.
Instead of utilizing the allged murder plan to the end of fastening an
inquest upon the "Society of December 10," and of exposing Bonaparte
beyond redempti before France and hi true figure, as the head of the
um-proltariat of Paris, it allows the collion to sink to a point where the
only issue betwen itsef and the Minister of the Interior is Who has
jurisdition over the appointment and dial of a Polie Comer?

Thus we see the party of Order, during this whole period, compelled by its
ambiguous poti to wear out and fritter away its conflict with the
Executive power in small quarrels about jurisdition, in chianerie, in
pettifogging, in boundary disputes, and to turn the stalest questions of
form into the very substance of its activity. It dares not accept the
collision at the mot when it involve a principle, when the Executive
power has really given itself a blank, and wh the cause of the Natial
ssembly would be the cause of the nation. It would thereby have isued

to the nation an order of march; and it feared nothing so much as that the
ation should move. Hence, on these occasions, it rejects the moti of

the Mountain, and proceeds to the order of theday. After theissue hasi
this way lost al magnitude, the Executive power quietly awaits the
nt w it can take it up again upo small and insgnficant

occasions;, when, s to say, the issue offers only a parliamentary loca
terest. Then does the represd valr of th party of Order break forth,

then it tears away the curtain from the scene, then it denounces the
President, then it declares the republic to be in danger,--but then al its
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paths appears stale, and the occas for the quarrel ahypocritical pretext,

or not at all worth the effort. The parliamentary tempest becomes a
tempest in atea-pot, the struggle an intrigue, the coion a scandal. While
the revoutiary classes glat with sardonic laughter over the humiliati

f the National Asembly--thy, of course, beg as enthusiastic for th
prerogatives of the parliamet as that body is for public freedom--th
bourgeoise, outside of the parlamnt, does not understand ho the
bourgeoise, inde of the parliament, can squander its ti with such petty
bickerings, and can endanger peace by such wretched rivaries with the
Presdent. It is puzzled at a strategy that makes peace the very mnt
when everybody expects battles, and that attacks the very mnt
everybody believes peace has been concluded.

On December 20, Pasca Duprat interpelated the Minister of the
Interior on the "Goldbar Lottery." This lottery was a "Daughter from
Elysium"; Bonaparte, together with his faithful, had given her birth; and
Police Prefect Carlr had placed her under his official protecti,
although the French law forbade all |otteries, with the exception of gam
for benevolent purpos. Seve miion tickets, a franc a piece, and the
profit ostensibly detied to the shipping of Parisian vagabonds to
Cdlifornia. Golden dreams were to displace the Socialist dream of the
Parisian proletariat; the tempting prospect of a prize was to displace the
doctrinal right to labor. Of course, the workingmen of Paris did not
recognize in the lustre of the California god bars the lack-lustre franc
that had been whdld out of their pockets In the main, however, th
sche was an unmitigated swidl The vagabonds, who meant to ope
Cdlifornia gold mi without taking the pains to leave Paris, were
Bonaparte himelf and hi Round Table of desperate insolvents. The
three millios granted by the Natial Asembly were rioted away; the
Treasury had to be refid sohow or anothr. In vain did Bonaparte
open a national subscriptio, at the head of wh he himself figured wth
a large sum, for the establishment of so-called "cites ouvrieres." [#3
Work cities] The hard-hearted bourgeois waited, distrustful, for the
payment of hi own shares; and, as this, of course, never tok place, th
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speculation in Socidlit castl in the air fell flat. The gold bars drew
better. Bonaparte and his associates did not content themsves with
putting into their o pockets part of the surplus of the sven mons

over and above the bars that were to be drawn; they manufactured false
tickets, they sold, of Number 10 aone, fifteen to twety lots--a finanial
operation fully in the spirit of the "Society of December 10"! The Natial
Assbly did not here have before it the fictitious President of the
Republc, but Bonaparte helf in flesh and blood. Here it could catch

in the act, not i conflict with the Constitution, but with the peal

code. When, upon Duprat's interpellation, the National Asembly went
over to the order of the day, this did not happen sply because Girardin's
tion to declare itself "satified" reminded the party of Order of its own
systematic corruption: the bourgeois, above all the bourgeos who has
been inflated into a statesman, supplements his practical meanness with
theoretical pompousness. As statesman, he becomes, like the
Governnt facig him, a superior beng, wh can be fought ony in a
higher, more exalted manner.

Bonaparte-who, for the very reason of his being a "boemian,” a
princely slum-proletarian, had over the scampish bourgeois the advantage
that he could carry on the fight after the Assembly itself had carried him
wth its own hands over the slippery ground of the military banquets, of
the reviews, of the "Society of December 10," and, finally, of the pend
de-now saw that the mont had arrived wh he could move from the
seemigly defensive to the offensive. He was but little troubled by th
termediate and triflg defeats of the Minister of Justice, of the Minister
of War, of the Minter of the Navy, of the Minter of Finance, whreby
the Natioa Asembly indicated its growling dipleasure. Not only did
h prevent the Ministers from resigning, and thus recognizing the
ubordination of the executive poer to the Parliamt; he could now
accomplish what during the vacation of the National Assembly be had
comenced, the separatio of the military power from the Asembly--the
depoition of Changarnier.

Elysee paper publisd an order, isued during the month of May,
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ostensibly to the First Mitary Division, and, hence, proceeding from
Changarnier, wherein the officers were recoended, in case of an
uprising, to give no quarter to the traitorsin their ow ranks, to shoot them
do on the spot, and to refuse troops to the National Asembly, should it
make a requiition for suc On January 3, 1851, the Cabit was
terpellated on ths order. The Cabit demands for the examination of
the affair at first three months, th one wek, finaly only twenty-four
hours ti  The Assembly orders an immdiate explanation Changarnier
rises and declares that ths order never exited; he adds that he would ever
hasten to respond to the call of the National Assebly, and that, in case of
a collision, they could count upon him. The Assembly receives his
utterances with iexpressible applause, and decrees a vote of confidece to
him. It thereby resign its own pors; it decrees its own impotence and
the omnipotence of the Army by comitting itself to the private protecti
fageneral. But thegerd, in turn, deceives hielf when h places at
the Asembly's disposal and against Bonaparte a power that he hods ony
as a fief from that same Bonaparte, and when, on hs part, he expects
protecti from this Parliament, from his protege, itself needful of
protection. But Changarnier has faith in the mysterious poer wth
wich snce January, 1849, he had been clad by the bourgeoise. He
takes helf for the Thrd Power, standing bede the other Powers of
Governnt. He shares the faith of al the othr heroes, or rather saints,
of this epoch, whose greatness consists but in the interested good opinion
that thr own party holds of them, and who shrink ito every-day figures
SO s00 as circumstances invite them to perform mracles. Infiddlity is,
indeed, the deadly enemy of these supposed heroes and real saints. Hence
their virtuously proud indignation at the unenthusiastic wits and scffers.
That same evening the Ministers were summoned to the Elysee;
Bonaparte presses the removal of Cangarnr; five Miters refus to
ign the order; the "Moniteur" announces a Ministerial cris; and the party
of Order threates the formation of a Parlamntary army under the
and of Changarnir. The party of Order had the cnstitutial
power hereto It needed only to elect Changarnier Presdet of the
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National Ably in order to make a requisiti for whatever military
forces it nded for its own safety. It could do this all the mre safely,
seeig that Changarnier still stod at the head of the Army and of the
Parisian Natial Guard, and only lay in wait to be summoned, together
wth the Army. The Bonaprtit press did not even dare to question th
right of the National Assebly to issue a direct requisition for troops;--a
legal scruple, that, under the given circumstances, did not promise success.
That the Army would have obeyed the orders of the Natial Assembly is
probable, when it is considered that Bonaparte had to look eight days all
over Paristo find tw generals--Baraguay d'Hilrs and St. Jean d'/Angley-
-who declared themselves ready to countersign the order cashiering
Changamer. That, hver, the party of Order would have found in its
ranks and in the parliamt the requisite vote for such a decision is
mre than doubtful, when it is considered that, eight days later, 286 vote
pulled away from it, and that, as late as December, 1851, at the last
decive hour, the Mountain rejected a similar propotion. Nevertheless,
the burgrave might still have succeeded in driving the mas of ther party
to an act of hrois, coting in feeling safe behind aforest of bayots,
and in accepting the services of the Army, which found itself deserted in
its camp. Instead of this, the Messiurs Burgraves betook themsves to
the Elysee on the evening of January 6, with the view of inducing
Bonaparte, by means of poti wrds and conderations, to drop the
removal of Changarnier. Hi whom w must convice we recognze as
the master of the situation. Bonaparte, made to feel secure by this step,
appoints 0 January 12 a n Ministry, in which the leaders of the old,
Fould and Baroe, are retained. St Jean d'’Angley becos Minister of
War; the "Moniteur" announces the decree cashiering Cangarnier; his
command i divided up between Baraguay d'Hilliers, who receives the
First Division, and Perrot, who is placed over the National Guard. The
"Bulark of Soety" isturned down; and, although no dog barks over th
event, i the Bours the stock quotationsris

By repeg the Army, that, in Changarnier's person, put itsf at its
disposal, and thus irrevocably stood up against the President, the party of
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Order declares that the bourgeoisi has lost its vocation to reign. Already
there was no parlamntary Ministry. By losing, furthermore, the handl

to the Army and to the National Guard, what instrumnt of force was there
Ift to the National Assebly in order to maitain both the usurped poer

of the parliamt over the people, and its constitutional poer over the
Presdent? None. All that was left to it was the appeal to peaceful
prinples, that itself had always explained as "geeral rul" mrely, to be
prescribed to third parties, and oly in order to enable itself to move al th
re freely. With the removal of Changarnier, with the transfer of the
military power to Bonaparte, cl the first part of the perid that we are
considering, the period of the struggle between the party of Order and th
Executive por. The war between the two powers is now opely
declared; it is conducted openly; but only after the party of Order has lost
both arms and soldier. With-out a Ministry, without any army, without a
pepl, without the support of public opion; since its election law of
May 31, no longer the represetative of the svereign nation sans eyes,
sans ears, sans teeth, sans everything, the National Assembly had
gradualy converted itsef ito a Fren Parliamnt of olden days, that

must leave all actio to the Governnt, and cotet itself with growlg
remonstrans "post festum." [#4 After the act is done; after the fact.]

The party of Order receve the new Ministry with a storm of
idignation. General Bedeau callsto mid the midness of the Permanent
Committee during the vacation, and the excessive prudence with which it
had renounced the privilege of disosing its mutes. Now, the Minister
of the Interior helf insists upon the disclosure of the miute, that
have n, of course, become dull as stagnant waters, reveal no new facts,
and fall without making the slightest effect upon the blase public. Upon
Remusat's proposition, the Natial Asembly retreats into its Committees,
and appoints a "Comittee on Extraordinary Measures." Paris steps a
the le out of the ruts of its daily routine, seeing that business is
prosperous at the ti, the manufactories busy, the prices of cereds |,
provision abundant, the savings banks receiving daiy new depoits.
The "extraordinary measures,”" that the parliamt so noisily announced
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fizzle out on January 18 in a vote of lack of confidence against the
Ministry, without Geral Cangarnier's name being eve mntioned.
The party of Order was forced to frame its motion in that way so as to
secure the votes of the republicans, because, of all the acts of the Ministry,
Changarnier's dismal only was the very o they approved, while the
party of Order cannot i fact, condemn the other Miteria acts which it
had itself dictated. The January 18 vote of lack of confidece was
decided by 415 ayes against 286 nays. It was, accordigly put through
by a coalition of the unpromng Legitits and Orleanists with th
pure republicans and the Mountain.  Thus it revealed the fact that, in its
nflits with Bonaparte, nt only the Ministry, not only the Army, but
aso its independet parliamentary majority; that a troop of
Represtatives had deserted its camp out of a fanatic zeal for harmony,
out of fear of fight, out of lastude, out of famiy coniderations for the
alaries of relatives 1 office, out of speculations on vacancies i th
Ministry (Odill Barrot), or out of that unmitigated selfishs that
causes the average bourgeois to be ever inclined to sacrifice the interests
of hs class to th or that private motive.  The Bonapartist
Represtatives belonged from the start to the party of Order only in th
truggl against the revolution. The lader of the Catholic party,
Montalembert, already then threw his influence in the scale of Bonaparte,
sce h despaired of the vitality of the parliametary party. Finaly, th
leaders of thi party itself, Thiers and Berryer--the Orleanist and the
L egitit--were compelld to procai themsves openly as republicans;;
to admit that their heart favored royalty, but thr head the republic; that
their parliamentary republ was the only possible form for the rul of the
bourgeoise Thus were they compelled to brand, before the eyes of th
bourgeois class itself, as an intrigue--as dangerous as it was seless--the
restoration plans, which they contiued to pursue indefatigably behind the
back of the parliament.

The January 18 vote of lack of confiden struck the Ministers, not the
President. But it was not the Mintry, it was the Presdet who had
deposed Changarnier.  Should the party of Order place Bonaparte himself
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under charges? On account of hs restoratio hankerings? The only
supplted their ow On account of hs conspiracy at the mitary

reviews and of the "Society of December 10"? They had long snce
buried these subjects under ssmple orders of business. On account of the
discharge of the hro of January 29 and June 13, of the man who, in May,
1850, threatened, i case of riot, to set Paris on fire at al its four corners?
Their dli of the Mountain and Cavaignac did not even allow them to
nsole the fallen "Bulark of Soety" with an offial testimony of ther
sympathy. They themsves could not dey the constitutional right of th
President to remove a General. They stormed only because he made an
unparliamentary use of his cotitutial right. Had they not themselve
constantly made an unconstitutional use of their parliamtary prerogative,
notably by the abolition of universal suffrage? Conquently they wre
reminded to move excusvey within parliamentary bounds Inded, it
required that pecular disease, a disease that, sce 1848, has raged over
the wole continent, "Parliamentary ldiocy,"--that fetters those whom it
infects to an imaginary world, and robs them of all sense, all remebrance,
al understanding of the rude outsde world;--it required th
"Parliamentary Idiocy" in order that the party of Order, whic had, with its
own hands, destroyed all the conditi for parliamentary power, and, in

ts struggle with the othr classe, was obliged to detroy them, sti should
consider its parlamntary victories as vitories, and imagine it hit th
President by striking his Ministers.  They only afforded him an
opportunity to humbl the National Assebly anew in the eyes of the
ation On January 20, the "Moniteur" announced that the whole the
dismissal of the whole Ministry was accepted. Under the pretext that
none of the parliamentary parties had any longer the majority--as proved
by the January 18 vote, that fruit of the coalition between mountain and
royalists--, and, in order to await the re-formation of a majority, Bonaparte
appointed a so-called transitio Mintry, of whom no mber beloged to

the parlamnt-altogethr whily unknown and ingnificant individuals; a
Ministry of mere clerks and secretaries. The party of Order could n
wear itsf out in the game with these puppets; the Executive power no
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longer considered it worth the while to be seriously represented i the
National Ably. By this act Bonaparte concentrated the whole
executive power al the more securely in his own person; he had al the
freer elbo-room to exploit the same to hs own ends, the more his
Ministers became mre supernumeraries.

The party of Order, now allied wth the Mountain, revenged itself by
rejecting the Presidential edowmnt project of 1,800.000 francs, which
the chief of the "Society of December 10" had copelled his Ministerial
clerksto prest to the Asembly. Thisti a maority of only 102 vote
carried the day accordingly sice January 18, 27 more vote had fallen off:
the dissolution of the party of Order was making progress Lest any one
ght for amnt be deceived toucng the meaning of its calti with
the Mountal, the party of Order simultaneously scorned even to cnsider
a mtion, signed by 189 mebers of the Mountal, for a general amnesty
to poltical criminals. It was enough that the Minister of the Interir, one
Baiss, declared that the nationa tranquility was ony i appearance, in
ecret there reigned deep agitation, in secret, ubiquitous societie were
organized, the democratic papers were preparing to reappear, the reports
from the Departmnts were unfavorable, the fugitive of Geva
conducted a conspiracy via Lyons through the whole of southern France,
France stood on the verge of an industrial and comercia crisis, the
manufacturers of Roubaix were working shrter hours, the prisoers of
Belle Isle had mutid;--it was enough that even a mere Baisse should
conjure up the "Red Spectre" for the party of Order to reet wthut
discussio a motion that would have gaid for the Natial Asembly a
tremendous popularity, and thrown Bonaparte back into itsarms.  Instead
of allowing itsf to be intimdated by the Executive power with th
perspective of fresh disturbances, the party of Order should rather have
allowed a little elbow-room to the class struggle, i order to scure the
dependence of the Executive upon itsf. But it did not fed itself equal
to the task of playing wth fire.

Meanwile, the s-called transition Ministry vegetated along until th
ddle of Apri Bonaparte tired out and food the Natioal Ably
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wth cotantly new Ministerial cobinati No he seemed to intend
constructing a republican Ministry with Lamartie and Billault; then, a
parliamentary one with the inevitable Odillon Barrot, whose name must
nver be abset when a dupe is neded; then again, a Legitimt, with
Batismenil and Leist d'Azy; and yet again, an Orleansist, with
Mallevill. Whe thus throwing the several factions of the party of
Order into strained relations with oe anothr, and alarming them all with
the prospect of a republcan Mitry, together wth the there-upon
Inevitable restoration of unversal suffrage, Bonaparte siultaneousy
raises in the bourgeois the convition that his sere efforts for a
parliamentary Minitry are wrecked upo the irrecoable antagonism of
the royalist factions. All the while the bourgeoisie was clamoring louder
and luder for a "strong Governnt,” and was fidig it le and less
pardonable to leave France "without an admtration,” i proportion as a
genera commercial crisis seemed to be under way and making recruits for
Socialism in the cities, as did the ruinously Iw price of grain in the rura
districts. Trade became daily duller; the unemployed hands increased
perceptibly; i Paris, at least 10,000 workingmen were without bread ; in
Rouen, Mueausen, Lyons, Roubaix, Tourcoign, St. Etienue, Elbeuf, etc.,
numerous factories stod idle. Under the circumstances Boaparte could
venture to restore, on April 11, the Ministry of January 18; Messeurs
Rouher, Fould, Baroche, etc., reinforced by Mr. Leon Faucher, wh the
constitutive assebly had, during its last days, unanusly, with the
exception of five Ministerial votes, branded wth a vote of censure for
circulating false telegraphic dispatches.  Accordingly, the National
Assembly had won a victory on January 18 over the Mitry, it had, for
the period of three months, been battlg with Bonaparte, and all th
merely to the end that, on April 11, Fould and Baroche should be able to
take up the Puritan Faucher as third in their miterial league

In November, 1849, Bonaparte had satisfied helf with an
Unparliamentary, in January, 1851, wth an Extra-Parliamentary, on Apri
11, he felt strong enough to form an Anti-Parliamentary Minstry, that
harmoniousy cobined withi itsf the votes of lack of confidence of
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both assebl-the constitutive and the legidative, the republican and the
royalist. Th ministerial progression was a thermoter by which the
parliament could measure the ebbing temperature of its own life. Th had
sunk so low by the end of April that, at a personal interview, Persigny
could invite Changarnier to go over to the camp of the President.
Bonaparte, he asured Cangarnier, condered the influence of the
National Ably to be why annihilated, and aready the proclamation

was ready, that was to be published after the steadily contemplated, but
again accidentally postpod "coup d'etat.” Changarnier communicated
this announcement of its death to the leaders of the party of Order; but
who was there to belive a bed-bug bite could kill? The parliament,
hever beaten, however dissolved, however death-tainted it was, could
not persuade itself to see, in the due wth the grotesque chief of the
"Society of December 10," anything but a duel wth a bed-bug. But
Bonaparte answered the party of Order as Ageaus did Kig Agis. "I
seem to you an ant; but sall one day be alion."
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CHAPTER VI

The coalition with the Mountain and the pure republians, to which
the party of Order found itself cdemned in its fruitless efforts to keep
possio of the military and to recoquer supreme control over th
Executive por, proved cousvey that it had forfeited its independent
parliamentary mgjority. The calendar and clk merely gave, on May 29,
the signal for its complte diolution. With May 29 commenced the last
year of the life of the Natioal Asembly. It now had to decide for th
unchanged continuance or the reviion of the Constitution But a
revision of the Constitution meant not only the definitive supremacy of
either the bourgeoisie of the small traders democracy, of either democracy
or proetarian anarchy, of either a parliamentary republc or Bonaparte, it
meant a either Orleans or Bourbon!  Thus fe ito the very mdst of
the parliamet the apple of disrd, around which the conflict of iterests,
that cut up the party of Order into hostile factions, was to kidl into an
open conflagration. The party of Order was a cobination of
hterogeous social substan. The question of revision raised a
political temperature, in which the product was reduced to its original
components.

The interest of the Bonapartists in the revion was sipl: they were
above dal concerned in the aboliti of Article 45, which forbade
Bonaparte's reelection and the progation of h term.  Not less ssmple
seemed to be the position of the republicans, they rejected all revision,
seing in that only a gera conspiracy against the republi; as they
disposed over mre than one-fourth of the vote in the National Assebly,
and, according to the Constitution, a three-fourths majority was requisite
to revis and to call arevisory convention, they needed only to count their
own votesto be certain of victory. Indeed, they were certain of it.

Over and against these clear-cut positions, the party of Order found
itself tangled in inextricable contraditis. If it voted agait the
revision, it endangered the "status quo," by leaving to Bonaparte only o

77



The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

expedit--that of violece and handing France over, on May 2, 1852, at
the very time of election, aprey to revolutionary anarchy, with a President
whose authority was at an end; with a parliamt that the party had long
ceased to own, and with a people that it meant to re-conquer. If it voted
constitutionally for a revision, it knew that it voted i vai and would
constitutionally have to go under before the veto of the republicans. If,
unconstitutionally, it pronounced a ssimpl majority binding, it could hope
to control the revolution oy in case it surrendered unconditionaly to th
doation of the Executive power: it then made Bonaparte master of the
Congtitution, of the reviion and of itself. A merely partia reviion,
prolonging the term of the President, opened the way to imperial
usurpati; a general revision, shrteing the existence of the republic,
threw the dynastic claim into an inevitable conflct: the conditions for a
Bourbon and those for an Orleanist restoration were nt only different,
they mutually excluded each other.

The parliamentary republic was more than a neutral ground on which
the two facti of the Fren bourgeoe--Legitimists and Orleanits,
large landed property and manufacture--could lodge together with equal
rights It was the indispensable condition for their commo reign, the
only form of governnt in which their comon class interest could
dominate both the claims of their separate factions and al the other classes
of sety. A royalists, they relapsed into their old antago into the
struggle for the overlordsip of either landed property or of money; and
the highest expressio of this antagonism, its personification, were the tw
kings themselves, their dynasties. Hence the resitance of the party of
Order to the recall of the Bourbons.

The Orleanist Representative Creto moved periodically in 1849, 1850
and 1851 the repeal of the decree of banishment agait the royal families;
as periodically did the parliament prest the spectacle of an Ably of
royalts who stubbornly shut to their banised kings the dor through
which they could return home. Richard |1l murdered Henry VI, with the
remark that he was too good for this world, and belonged in heaven.
They declared France too bad to have her kings back again. Forced by the
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power of circumstances, they had beco republcans, and repeatedly
sanctioned the popular mandate that exiled thr kings from France.

The revision of the Constitution, and circumtances compelled its
nsideration, at once made uncertain nt only the republic itself, but also
the jot regn of the two bourgeois factions, and it revived, with th
poshiity of the monarchy, both the rivalry of iterests whh these two
factions had alternately allowed to preponderate, and the struggle for the
supremacy of the one over the other. The diplomats of the party of Order
believed they could alay the struggle by a combiation of the tw
dynasties through a so-called fusio of the royalist partis and their
respective royal houses. The true fusion of the restoration and the July
monarchy was, however, the parliamentary republic, in which th
Orleanist and Legitimt colors were dissolved, and the bourge specie
vaned i the plain bourgeois, in the bourgeoi genus. Now hoever,
the plan was to turn the Orleanit Legitimist and the Legitimist Orleant.
The kingship, in whh their antagonism was personfid, was to icarnate
their unity, the express of their excusive faction interets was to
beco the expreson of thr coon class interest; the monarchy was
to accomplis what only the abolition of two monarchies--the republic
could and did accomplish. Th was the philoopher's stone, for the finding
of which the dotors of the party of Order were breaking their heads. A
though the Legitimate monarchy ever could be the monarchy of the
dustrial bourgeoise, or the bourges monarchy the monarchy of the
hereditary landed aristoracy! A thugh landed property and industry
could fraternize under one crown, where the crown could fall only upon
one head, the head of th oder or the younger brother! A thugh idustry
could at all deal upo a footing of equality with landed property, so long
as landed property did not decide itself to be industria  If Henry V
wre to die torrow, the Count of Paris would not, therefore, beco the
king of the Legitimts, un he ceased to be the King of the Orleanists
Nevertheless, the fusion philosophers, who became louder in the measure
that the questio of revion stepped to the fore, who had provided
themselves with a daily organ in the "Assemblee Nationae,” who, even at
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this very mnt (February, 1852) are again at work, explaid the wole
difficulty by the oppotio and rivaries of the two dynasties. Th
attempts to reconcile the famiy of Orleans with Henry V., begun since th
death of Louis Phppe, but, as all these dynastic intrigues carried on oy
during the vacation of the Natioal Ably, between acts, behd th

scenes, more as a sentimental coquetry with the old superstition than as a
serius affair, were now raid by the party of Order to the dignity of a
great State question, and were conducted upon the public stage, instead of,
as heretofore in the amateurs theater. Couriers flew from Paristo Venice,
from Venice to Claremont, from Claremont to Paris. The Duke of
Chambord issue a manifesto in wich he annuns not h own, but th
"national” restoration, "with the aid of al the mebers of his famiy."
The Oleanist Salvandy throws himself at the feet of Henry V. The
Legitimist leaders Berryer, Benoit dAzy, St. Priest trave to Claremont, to
persuade the Orleans; but in vain. The fusionists learn too late that the
terests of the tw bourge factions nither | in exclusiveness nr

gain in pliancy where they sharpen to a pot in the form of family
iterests, of the interests of the tw royal houses. When Henry V.
recognized the Count of Paris as his successr--the only success that the
fusion culd at best score--th house of Orleans acquired no cai that th

childl of Henry V. had not already secured to it; but, on the other

hand, it lot all the clai that it had conquered by the July revolution. It
renounced its original clai, al the title, that, during a struggle nearly
oe hundred years long, it had wrested from the older branch of th
Bourbons; it bartered away its historic prerogative, the prerogative of its
famiy-tree. Fusion, accordigly, amounted to nothg else than th
resignation of the house of Orleans, its Legitimt resignation, a repentful
return from the Protestant State Church into the Catholic;--areturn, at that,
that did not even place it on the throne that it had Ist, but o the steps of
the throne on which it was born. The old Orleanit Ministers Guizot,
Duchate, etc., who likewise hasted to Claremont, to advocate the fusion,
represted in fact only the nervous reaction of the July monarchy; despair,
both in the citizen kingdom and the kingdo of citizens; the superstitious
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belief in legitimacy as the last amulet against anarchy. Mediators, in
their imaginati, between Orleans and Bourbon, they were in reality but
apostate Orleanists, and as such were they received by the Prince of
Joinville.  The virile, bee part of the Orleanists, on the contrary--
Thiers, Baze, etc.--, persuaded the family of Louis Philippe al the easier
that, seeing every plan for the immdiate restoration of the monarchy
presuppod the fuson of the two dynasties, and every plan for fuson the
resignation of the house of Orleans, it corresponded, on the contrary,
wlly with the traditio of its ancestors to recognize the republic for the
time being, and to wait until circumstances permitted | the conversion of
the Presidential chair into a throne. Joinville's candidacy was set afloat
as a rumor, public curioity was held in suspense, and a fe months later,
after the revi was rejeted, openly proclaimed in September.

Accordingly, the essay of a royalist fuson between Orleanists and
Legitimists did nt mscarry only, it broke up their parliamentary fusion,
the republican form that they had adopted in common, and it decomposed
the party of Order into its origina components. But the wider the breach
became between Venice and Claremont, the further they drifted away from
each | other, and the greater the progress made by the Joinville agitation,
al the more active and earnest became the negotiations between Faucher,
the Minister of Bonaparte, and the L egitimists.

The dissolution of the party of Order went beyond its original elements.
Each of the two large facti fell in turn into new fragments. It was as
if al the od political shades, that formerly fought and crowded on
another within each of the two circles--be it that of the Legitimists or that
of the Orleanists--, had been thawed out like drid infusoria by contact
wth water; as if they had recovered enough vitality to build thr own
groups and assert thr own antago  The Legitimists dreamed they
were back amidst the quarrels between the Tuileries and the pavilion
Marsan, between Vi and Polignac; the Orleanists lived anew through
the gode period of the tourneys between Guizot, Mole, Brogle, Thiers,
and Odillon Barrot.

That portion of the party of Order--eager for a revision of the
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Constitution but disagreed upon the extent of reviion--made up of the
Legitimists under Berryer and Fallux and of thoe under Laro
Jacquele, together with the tired-out Orleanists under Mole, Broglie,
Montalembert and Odillon Barrot, united with the Bonapartist
Representativesi the folling indefinite and loosy drawn moti:

"Th undersigned Representative, with the end in view of restorig to
the nation the full exercis of hr sovereignty, mve that the Constitution
be revised."

At the same time, however, they unanimously declared through their
spokesan, Tocqueville, that the Natial Asembly had not the right to
ove the aboti of the republ, that right being vested only in a
Congtitutional Convention.  For the rest, the Constitution could be
revised only in a "lega" way, that is to say, only in case a three-fourths
majority decided in favor of revision, as prescribed by the Constitution.
fter a six days stormy debate, the revision was rejeted on July 19, as
was to be foreseen Inits favor 446 votes were cast, agait it 278. Th
resolute Oleanists, Thiers, Changarnier, etc., voted with the republicans
and the Mountain.

Thus the majority of the parliamet pronouned itsf against th
Congtitution, whil the Constitution itsf pronounced itsf for the
rity, and its decision binding. But had not the party of Order o
May 31, 1850, had it not on June 13, 1849, subordinated the Constitution
to the parliamentary majority? Did not the whe republc they had been
therto having rest upon the subordination of the Constitutional clauses to
the maority deciss of the parliament? Had they not left to th
democrats the Old Tetament superstitious belief in the letter of the law,
and had they not chastised the democrats therefor? At this mnt,
hever, reviion meant nothing else than the continuance of th
Presidential poer, as the continuance of the Constitution meant nothing
else than the depositi of Bonaparte. The parliamet had pronounced
itsf for hi, but the Constitution pronounced itsf against the parliamt.
Accordingly, he acted both in the sense of the parliament when he tore up
the Constitution, and in the sense of the Constitution when he chased away
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the parlamnt.

The parliamt pronounced the Constitution, and, thereby, als, its
own reign, "outside of the pale of the majority"”; by its decisio, it repealed
the Constitution, and continued the Presidential power, and it at once
declared that neither could the one live nor the othr die so long as itself
existed. The feet of those who were to bury it stood at the door. While
it was debating the subjet of revis, Bonaparte removed General
Baraguay d'Hilliers, wh sed himelf irresolute, from the command of
the First Military Division, and appointed in his place General Magnan,
the conqueror of Lyon; the hero of the December days, one of his own
creatures, who already under Louis Philippe, on the occasion of the
Boulogne expeditio, had soat compromised himself in his favor.

By its decision on the revis, the party of Order proved that it knew
neither how to rule nor ho to obey; neither how to live nor h to die;
nither h to bear with the republi nor how to overthrow it; nethr how
to maitain the Constitution nor h to throw it overboard; nthr h to
co-operate wth the Presdent nor how to break wth him. From wat
quarter did it then, lok to for the solution of all the existing perplxities?
From the calendar, from the course of evets. It ceased to assum the
control of evets It, accordingly, invited events to do its authrity and
also the power to which in its struggle with th people, it had yielded one
attribute after anothr until it finally stood powerless beforethesam. To
the end that the Executive be able al the more freely to formulate his plan
of campaign agait it, stregthen his means of attack, coose his to,
fortify his potions, the party of Order decided, in the very mdst of th
critical mont, to step off the stage, and adjourn for three months, from
August 10 to Noveber 4.

Not ony was the parliamntary party dissoved into its two great
factions, not only was each of these dissolved within itself, but the party of
Order, insde of the parlamnt, was at odds with the party of Order,
outside of the parliamt. The learned speakers and writers of th
bourgesie, their tribunes and their press, i short, the ideologists of th
bourgeoise and the bourgeoe itself, the representatives and the
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represted, stood estranged from, and no longer understood oe anothr.

The Legitimtsi the provinces, with their cramped horizon and their
boundless enthusiasm, charged their parliamentary |leaders Berryer and
Falloux with desertion to the Bonapartist camp, and with apostacy from
Henry V. Their lymd [#1 A alusion to the lilies of the Bourbon coat-
of-arms] beved in the fall of man, but not in diplomacy.

More fatal and copleter, though differet, was the breac between
the comercial bourgeoisie and its politicians. It twitted them, not as the
Legitits did theirs, with having apostatized from their principle, but, on
the contrary, with adherig to prinpl that had bec useless.

| have already indicated that, since the entry of Fould in the Ministry,
that portion of the commercial bourgeoisie that had enjoyed the lion's
sare in Loui Philippe's reign, to-wit, the aristocracy of finance, had
be Bonapartist. Fould not only represented Bonaparte's iterests at
the Bourse, he represted also the interests of the Bourse with Bonaparte.

A passage from the Lodon "Economist,” the European organ of the
aristocracy of finance, deribed mot strikingly the attitude of this class.

In its issue of February 1, 1851, its Paris correspondent writes: "No we
have it stated from numerous quarters that France wi above all things

for repose. The President declares it in his message to the Legidative
Assbly; it is echoed from the tribune; it is asserted in the journals; it is
announced from the pulpit; it is detrated by the snsitivenes of the

public funds at the least propect of disturbance, and their firmness the
stant it is made manifest that the Executive i far superior i widom and
power to the factius ex-officials of all former governnts.”

In its issue of November 29, 1851, the "Economst" declares
editorialy: "Th President is now recognized as the guardian of order on
every Stok Exchange of Europe Accordingly, the Aristocracy of
Finance condemnd the parliamtary strife of the party of Order with the
Executive as a "disturbance of order,” and haild every victory of th
President over its reputed represtatives as a "victory of order.” Under
“aristoracy of finance" must nt, however, be understood merely the large
bond negotiators and speculators in government seurities, of whom it
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may be readily understood that their interests and the interests of the
Governnt coide. The whe modern money trade, the w

banking industry, is most intiately interwove with the public credit.
Part of their busine capital requires to be invested in interest-bearing
governnt securities that are promptly convertible into money; their
deposits, i. e, the capital placed at their dispoa and by them distributed
among merchants and industrial etablnts, flow partly out of th
dividends on government seurities. The whe money market, together
wth the priests of this market, is part and parcel of ths "aristocracy of
finance" a every epoch when the stability of the government is to them
synonymous with "Mos and his prophets.” This is so eve before
things have reached the preset stage w every deluge threates to carry

away the old governments themselves.

But the industrial Bourgeoisie also, in its fanaticism for order, was
annoyed at the quarrels of the Parliamentary party of Order with the
Executive. Thiers, Anglas, Sainte Beuve, etc., received, after their vote
of January 18, on the occasion of the discharge of Changarnr, public
reprimands from their constituencies, located in the industrial districts,
branding their coalition with the Mountain as an act of high treason to the
cause of order. Athough, true enough, the boastful, vexatious and petty
intrigues, through which the struggle of the party of Order with the
Presdent manifested itslf, deserved no better reception, yet
ntwithstandig, this bourgeois party, that expects of its representative to
allo the military power to pas wthut resitance out of the hands of
their own Parliament ito thse of an adventurous Pretender, i not wrth
even the intrigues that were wasted in its behalf. It sed that the
struggle for the maintenance of ther public interets, of thr class
iterests, of their political poer only immoded and displeased them,
as a disturbance of their private busi

The bourgeois dignitarie of the provincia tow, the magitrates,
comercia judges, etc., with hardly any exception, received Bonaparte
everywhere on his excursions in the most servile manner, even when, asin
Dijon, he attacked the National Asembly and especialy the party of
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Order without reserve.

Bus being brik, as till at the beging of 1851, the comercial
bourgeoise stormd against every Parliamentary strife, lest busss be
put out of teper. Business being dull, as from the end of February,
1851, on, the bourgeoisie accused the Parliamtary strifes as the cause of
the stand-still, and clamored for quiet in order that busiss may revive
The debate on revion fell just i the bad ti. Seeing the questi
was the to be or not to be of the existing form of government, the
bourgeoise felt itself al the more justified in demanding of its
Representatives that they put an end to this tormetig provisional status,
and preserve the "statusquo” Th wasno contraditi By puttig an
end to the provisiod status, it understood its continuance, the indefinite
putting off of the mnt wh afinal decisi had to be arrived at. Th
"status quo" could be preerved i only one of two ways. either by the
prolgati of Bonaparte's term of office or by his constitutional
thdrawal and the election of Cavaignac. A part of the bourgeoiie
preferred the latter solution, and knw no better advice to give their
Representatives than to be silet, to avoid the burning point. If ther
Represtatives did not speak, so argued they, Bonaparte would not act.
They dered an ostri Parliamt that would hide its head, in order nt to
be seen. Acother part of the bourgeoe preferred that Bonaparte, beig
oce in the Presidential chair, be left i the Presidential chair, in order that
everything mght continue to run in the old ruts.  They felt indignant that
their Parliamt did not openly break the Constitution and resign without
further ado. The Geral Councils of the Departmnts, the proviional
representative bodi of the large bourgeoise, who had adjourned during
the vacation of the National Assembly since August 25, pronounced
almt unaniusy for reviion, that i to say, against the Parliamt and
for Bonaparte.

Still more unquivoaly than in its falling out with its Parliamtary
Representatives, did the bourgesie exhibit its wrath at its literary
Representatives, its ow press. The verdicts of the bourgeois juries,
inflicting excesve fis and shameless senteces of imprisont for
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every attack of the bourgeois press upon the usurping aspirations of
Bonaparte, for every attept of the press to defend the political rights of
the bourgeoisie againt the Executive poer, threw, not France alone, but
all Europe into amazement.

While o the oe hand, as | have indicated, the Parliamentary party of
Order ordered itself to keep the peace by screaming for peace; and while it
pronounced the political rul of the bourgeoisie irreconcilabl with the
afety and the existee of the bourgeoisi, by detroying with its ow
ands in its struggl with the othr class of society all the conditions for
its own, the Parliamentary regime; on the other hand, the mass of th
bourgeoise, outside of the Parliament, urged Bonaparte--by its serviity
towards the Presdet, by its iults to the Parliament, by the brutal
treatment of its own press--to suppress and annihilate its speaking and
writig organs, its poiticians and its literati, its orators tribune and its
pres, to the end that, under the protection of a strong and unhampered
Governnt, it might ply its own private pursuits in safety. It declared
unmistakably that it longed to be rid of its own potical rul, in order to
escape the troubles and dangers of ruling.

And ths bourgeoe, that had rebelled agait eve the Parliamentary
and literary contest for the supremacy of its own class, that had betrayed
its ladersi this contest, it now has the effrontery to blame the proletariat
for not havig rin in its defence in a bloody struggl, in a struggl for
lifel Those bourgeois, who at every turn sacrificed their, comon class
terests to narrow and dirty private interets, and who demanded a silar
sacrifice from their own Represtatives, now wine that the proletariat
has sacrificed thr idea-political to its own material interets! Th
bourgeois class no strikes the attitude of a pure soul, misunderstood and
abandoned, at a critical mont, by the proletariat, that has been misled
by the Socialts. Ad itscry finds agenera ec in the bourgeoi wrld.

Of course, | do not refer to German crossroad potians and kindred
blockheads. | refer, for instance, to the "Ecnomist,” whh, as late as
Noveber 29, 1851, that is to say, four days before the "coup d'etat"
pronund Bonaparte the "Guardian of Order" and Thiers and Berryer
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"Anarchists," and as early as December 27, 1851, after Bonaparte had
silenced the very Aarchts, cries out about the treason citted by
"the ignorant, untrained and stupid protaires agait the skill, knowledge,
discipline, menta influence, intellectual resources an moral weight of the
mddle and upper ranks." The stupid, ignorant and cotemptible mass
was none other than the bourgeoisie itsf.

France had, indeed; experienced a sort of commercial crisis in 1851.
At the end of February, there was afalling off of exports as compared with
1850; i March, business languished and factori shut do; i April, th
condition of the industrial departmnts seemed as desperate as after the
February days; in May, businss did not yet pick up; as late as June 28, the
reports of the Bank of Fran reveaed through a tremendous increase of
depoits and an equal decrease of loans o0 exchange notes, the standstill
of producti; not until the middle of October did a steady improvement
of busin set in.  The French bourgesie accounted for this stagnation
of busin with purely political reason; it imputed the dul ti to the
trife between the Parliamt and the Executive poer, to the uncertainty
of a proviiona form of government, to the alarming prospects of May 2,
1852. | shall not deny that all these caus did depress s branches of
industry in Paris and in the Departmts At any rate, this effect of
political circumstances was only local and trifling. Is there any other
proof neded than that the improvement in business set i at the very ti
when the political stuation was growing worse, when the political horizo
as growing darker, and when at every mnt a stroke of lightng was
expected out of the Elysee--in the middle of October? The French
bourgeois, wose "skil, knowledge, mental influence and inteectual
resources,” reach no further than hi n, could, moreover, during the
whole period of the Industrial Expositi in London, have struck with his
n the cause of his own business mry. At the sam tie that, in
France, the factories were being closed, cercial failures broke out in
England. While the idustrial panc reached its height during April and
May in France, in England the commercial panic reached its height in
April and May. The sam as the French, the English woolen industries
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suffered, and, as the Fren, s did the English silk manufacture.
Though the English cotton factorie went o working, it, neverthess, was

not with the same old profit of 1849 and 1850. The ony difference was
th: that in France, the crisis was an industrial, in England it was a
comercia one; that while in France the factories stood still, they spread
themselves in England, but under less favorable circumstances than they
had done the years just previous; that, in France, the export, i England,
the import trade suffered the heaviest blows. The coon cause, which,

as amatter of fact, i not to be looked for with-in the bounds of the French
poitical horizon, was obvious. The years 1849 and 1850 were years of
the greatest material prosperity, and of an overproduction that did not
manifest itsf until 1851. Thiswas especially proted at the beginning

of 1851 by the propect of the Industrial Expoition; and, as special caus,
there were added, first, the failure of the cotton crop of 1850 and 1851;
second, the certainty of a larger ctton crop than was expected: first, the
rise, then the sudden drop; in short, the ocillatio of the cotton market.
The crop of raw slk in France had been below the average. Finally, the
manufacture of woolen goods had received suc an increment since 1849,
that the productio of wo could nt keep step with it, and the price of th

raw material rose greatly out of proportio to the price of the
manufactured goods. Accordingly, we have here in the raw material of
three staple articles a threefold material for a commercia crisis. Apart
from these special circumstances, the seeming crisis of the year 1851 was,
after al, nothing but the halt that overproduction and overspeculation
make regularly in the cours of the industria cycle, before pulling al their
forces together in order to rush feverishly over the last stretch, and arrive
again at their point of departure--the General Commercia Crisis. At such
intervalsin the history of trade, comercial failures break out in England,
while, in France, industry itself is stopped, partly because it is copelled
to retreat through the competition of the English, that, a such ti
becos resistless in all markets, and partly because, as an industry of
luxuries, it is affected with preference by every stoppage of trade. Thus,
besides the geral cri, France experiences her own nationa crises,
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whi, how-ever, are determied by and conditioned upon the genera
state of the world's market much more than by local French influences.
It wi not be devod of interet to cotrast the prejudgment of the Fren
bourgeois with the judgmnt of the English bourge One of the larget
Liverpool firms writes in its yearly report of trade for 1851: "Few years
have mre compltey diappointed the expectations entertained at their
beginning than the year that has just passd; itead of the great prosperity,
that was unanimusy looked forward to, it proved itself one of the mt
diuraging years during the last quarter of a century. Thi applies, of
course, only to the mercanti, not to the industria classes. Ad yet,
surely there were grounds at the beginning of the year from whi to draw
a contrary conclusio; the stock of products was scanty, capital was
abundant, provions cheap, a rich autum was assured, there was
uniterrupted peace on the cntinent and no potical and financial
disturbances at ho; indeed, never were the wigs of trade more
unshackled. . .. What is this unfavorable result to be ascribed to? We
belive to excesve trade in imports as well as exports If our mrchants
do nt themslves rein in their activity, nothing can keep us going, except
apanic every three years."
I magine now the French bourgeois, i the mdst of this busss panc,

having hs trade-sick brain tortured, buzzed at and deafend wth rumrs
of a "coup detat" and the retoration of unversal suffrage; with the
struggle betwen the Legiature and the Exeutive; wth the Fronde
warfare between Orleants and Legitimists; with counistic
conspiracies in southern France; with alleged Jacqueri [#2 Peasant
revolts] in the Departmts of Nievre and Cher; with the advertisements of
the sveral candidates for President; with "soa solutions' huckstered
about by the journals; with the threats of the republicans to uphold, arms

hand, the Constitution and universal suffrage; with the gospels,
according to the emigrant hero "in partibus," who announced the
destructi of the wrld for May 2,--imagine that, and oe can understand
how the bourgeos, in ths unspeakable and nosy confus of fuson,
revision, prorogation, constitution, conspiracy, coalition, emigrati,
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usurpati and revolution, blurts out at h parliamtary republic: "Rather
an End With Fright, Than a Fright Without End."

Bonaparte understood ths cry. His perspicacity was sharped by
the growing anxiety of the creditors class, who, with every sunset, that
brought nearer the day of payment, the 2d of May, 1852, saw i the
tion of the stars a protest against their earthly drafts. They had
beco regular astrologers The Natial Ably had cut off Bonaparte's
hpe of a constitutional prolongation of his term; the candidature of the
Prince of Joinville tolrated n further vacillatio

If ever an event cast its sadow before it long before its ocurrence, it
was Bonaparte's "coup detat.” Aready on January 29, 1849, barely a
mth after his election, he had made to Changarnir a propositio to that
effect. Hisown Prime Miniter. Odillon Barrot, had covertly, in 1849,
and Thiers openly i the winter of 1850, revealed the sc of the "cup
detat.” In May, 1851, Persigny had again sought to win Changarnier
over to the "coup,” and the "Miessager de I'Asseble’ nepaper had
published this conversation At every parliametary storm, th
Bonapartist papers threateed a "coup,” and the nearer the cri
approached, all the louder grew their tone. At the orgies, that Bonaparte
celebrated every night with a swell mob of males and females, every time
the hour of midnght drew nigh and plenteous libations had loosned the
tongue and hated the mids of the revelers, the "coup" was resolved
upo for the next morning. Swords were then drawn, glasses clinked, th
Represtatives were thrown out at the windows, the imperia mantle fe
upon the shoulders of Bonaparte, until the next mornig again drove away
the spok, and astod Paris learned, from not very reserved Vetd
and idireet Paladi, the danger it had once more escaped. Durig th
onths of September and October, the rumrs of a "cup d'etat” tumbled
close upon one another's heels. At the sam tim the shadow gathered
color, like a confused daguerreotype. Follow the issues of the European
daily press for the moths of September and October, and items like this
will be found literaly:

"Rumrs of a'coup’ fill Paris. The capita, it i said, is to be filled
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wth troops by night and the next morning decrees are to be issued
dissoving the Natioal Asembly, placing the Departmnt of the Seie in
tate of siege restorig unversal suffrage, and appealing to the people.
Bonaparte is rumred to be looking for Minsters to execute these illegal
decrees.”

The nepaper correspondence that brought this news aways clo
usly with "postponed.” The "cup" was ever the fixed idea of
Bonaparte. With this idea he had stepped again upo Fren soil. It
had such full possession of him that he was constantly betrayig and
blabbing it out. He was so weak that he was as constantly giving it up
again. The shadow of the "coup" had becom so familiar a spectre to th
Parisians, that they refusd to believe it when it finally did appear in flesh
and blood. Consequently, it was neither the reticent backwardness of th
chief of the "Society of December 10," nor an unthought of surprise of the
National Ably that caused the success of the "coup." When it
succeeded, it did so depite hi indisretion and with its anticipation--a
necessary, unavodable result of the deveopment that had preceded.

On October 10, Bonaparte anunced to his Miters his decision to
restore unversal suffrage; on the 16th day they handed in their
resignati; on the 26th Paris learned of the formation of the Thorigny
Ministry. The Prefect of Police, Carlier, was simultaneously replacd by
Maupas; and the chief of the First Military Divisio Magnan, concentrated
the most reliable regiments in the capital.  On November 4, the Nationa
Assbly re-oped its sons. There was nothing left for it to do but
to repeat, in short recapitulati, the course it had traversed, and to prove
that it had been buried only after it had expired. The first pot that it had
forfeited in the struggle with the Executive was the Ministry. It had
solemnly to admit this loss by accepting as genuine the Thorigny Ministry,
which was but a pretence. The permanent Committee had received Mr.
Giraud with laughter when h introduced himelf in the name of the new
Ministers. So weak a Ministry for so strong a measure as the restoration
of universal suffrage! The question, however, then was to do nothing in,
everything against the parliamt.
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On the very day of its re-opening, the National Asembly received the
mssage from Bonaparte demanding the restorati of unversal suffrage
and the repeal of the law of May 31, 1850. On the sam day, his
Ministers introduced a decree to that effect. The Assembly promptly
rejected the motion of urgency made by the Minters, but repealed the law
itself, on November 13, by a vote of 355 against 348. Thus it once mre
tore to pieces its ow mandate, once more certifid to the fact that it had
transformed itself from a freely chosen representative body of the natio
to the usurpatory parliament of a clas; it once more admitted that it had
itself severed the muscles that connected the parliamentary head with the
body of the natio

While the Executive power appealed from the National Asembly to
the people by its mtion for the retoration of unversal suffrage, th
Legislative por appealed from the people to the Army by its "Questors
Bill."  Th bi was to establish its right to idiate requisitions for
troops, to build up a parliametary army. By thus appointing the Army
umpire between itself and the pepl, between itself and Bonaparte; by
thus recognizing the Army as the decisive poer in the State, the National
Assembly was constraid to admit that it had long given up al clai to
supremacy. By debating the right to make requiition for troops, intead
of forthwith cllecting them, it betrayed its own doubts toucng its own
power. By thus subsequently rgjecting the "Quetors Bi," it publy
confessed it impotence. The bi fell through with a minority of 108
votes; the Mountai had, accordingly, thrown the casting vote It now
found itself in the predicament of Buridan's donkey, not, indeed, betwee
two sacks of hay, forced to decide wich of the two was the mre
attractive, but between two showers of blows, forced to decide which of
the two was the harder; fear of Changarnier, on one side, fear of Bonaparte,
o theother. It must be admtted the position was not a heroic one.

On Noveber 18, an amendment was moved to the At, pased by the
party of Order, on municipa electi to the effet that, instead of thre
years, adomicile of one year should suffice. The amendment was lost by
a singl vote--but this vote, it soon transpired, was a mitake. Owing to
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the division within its o htile factions, the party of Order had long
since forfeited its independent parliamentary majority. It was now plain
that there was no longer any mgjority in the parliament. The Natial
ssembly had becom impotent even to decide.  Its atomic parts were no
onger held together by any cohesive power; it had expended itslast breath,
it was dead.

Finally, the mas of the bourgeoisie outside of the parliamt was once
mre solemnly to confirm its rupture wth the bourgeoisie inde of the
parliament a few days before the catastrophe. Thiers, as a parliamentary
hero conpiuously smitten by that incurable disease--Parliametary
ldiocy--, had hatcd out jointly with the Council of State, after the death
of the parliament, a new parlamntary intrigue in the sape of a
"Responsibility Law," that was intended to lock up the President within
the wall of the Constitution. The sam as, on September 15, Bonaparte
bewitcd the fishwives, lke a snd Massanie, on the occasion of
layig the corner-stone for the Market of Paris--though, it must be
admitted, one fife was equal to seveteen Burgraves in real power--;
the sam as, after the introduction of the "Questors Bill," h enthused the
lieuteants, who wre being treated at the Elysee;--so, likewise, did he
n, on Noveber 25, carry away with h the industria bourgeoisie,
assembld at the Circus, to receive from h hands the prize-medal that
had been awarded at the Londo Industrial Expotion. | here reproduce
the typical part of hi speech, from the "Journal des Debats":

"With such unhoped for success, | am justifid to repeat how great
the French republic would be if se were ony allowed to pursue her real
interests, and reform her instituti, intead of being constantly disturbed
in thi by demagogues, on one sde, and, on the other, by monarchi
hallucnatis. (Loud, stormy and continued applause from all parts of
the amphitheater). The monarchc halucinati hamper all progress and
all srious departmts of industry. Instead of progress, we have struggl
only. Men, formerly the mst zealous supporters of royal authority and
prerogative, be the partisans of a convention that has n purpose
other than to weake an authority that is born of unversal suffrage.
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(Loud and prolonged applaus). We see men, who have suffered most
from the revolution and complained bitterest of it, provoking a nw one
for the so purpose of putting fetters on the will of the nation. . . . |
promise you peace for the future.” (Bravo! Bravo! Stormy bravos.)

Thus the industrial bourgeoisie shoutsits servile "Bravo!" to the "cup
d'etat" of December 2, to the destruction of the parliament, to the downfall
of their ow reign, to the dictatorship of Bonaparte. The rear of the
applause of Noveber 25 was repoded to by the roar of canno on
December 4, and the house of Mr. Sallandrouze, who had been loudest in
applauding, was the one demolished by mst of the bobs.

Cromwell, when h dissolved the Long Parliamet, walked alone into
its mdst, puled out h watc in order that the body should not continue
to exist one minute beyond the term fixed for it by him, and drove out
each individual meber with gay and humorous invectives. Napoleon,
sdlr than his prototype, at last went on the 18th Brumaire into the
gislative body, and, though in atremulous voice, read to it its sentence of
death. The secod Boaparte, who, mreover, found hielf i
possession of an executive poer very different from that of ether
Cromwell or Napoleon, did not look for his mde in the annals of
universal history, but in the annals of the "Society of December 10," in the
annals of criminal jurisprudence. He robs th Bank of France of twety-
five million francs; buys Genera Magnan with one millio and the
soldiers with fifteen francs and a drink to each; cs secretly together
with his accomplces like a thf by nght; has the hous of the mt
dangerous leaders in the parlamnt broken into; Cavalignac, Lamrciere,
Leflo, Cangarnier, Charras, Thiers, Baze, etc., taken out of their beds; the
prinpal places of Paris, the buidig of the parliament included, occupied
with troops; and, early the next morning, loud-sounding placards posted
o all the walls proaig the dissolution of the National Ably and
of the Counil of State, the restorati of universal suffrage, and the
placg of the Departmnt of the Seine under the state of siege. In the
same way he shortly after sneaked into the "Moniateur" a false document,
according to which influential parliamentary names had grouped
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themslves round h in a Committee of the Nation

dst crie of "Long live the Republi!", the rump-parliament,
assembld at the Mayor's building of the Tenth Arrondit, and
copoed maly of Legitimts and Orleanists, resolves to depos
Bonaparte; it harangues i vain the gaping mass gathered before the
buildig, and is fialy dragged first, under th escort of African
arpshoters, to the barracks of Orsay, and then bundled into convicts
wagon and transported to the prisons of Mazas, Ham and Vincennes,
Thus ended the party of Order, the Legisative Assembly and the February
revolution

Before hastening to the end, let us sum up shortly the plan of its
story:

|.--First Period. From February 24 to May 4, 1848. February
perid. Prologue. Unversal fraternty swindle.

I1.--Second Period. Period in whic the republi i constituted, and
of the Constitutive National Assebly.

1. May 4 to June 25, 1848. Struggle of all the classe against the house
of Mr. proletariat. Defeat of the proletariat in the June days

2. June 25 to December 10, 1848. Dictatorship of the pure bourgeois
republicans. Drafting of the Constitution. The state of siege hangs over
Paris. The Bourgeois dictatorsip set aside on December 10 by the
election of Bonaparte as President.

3. December 20, 1848, to May 20, 1849. Struggle of the Constitutive
ssembly with Bonaparte and with the united party of Order. Death of
the Constitutive Assebly. Downfall of the republican bourgeois

[11.--Third Period. Period of the cnstitutiona republic and of the
Legislative National Assembly.

1. May 29 to June 13, 1849. Struggl of the small traders, middl
class with the bourgeoisi and with Bonaparte. Defeat of the small
traders democracy.

2. June 13, 1849, to May, 1850. Parliamntary dictatorship of th
party of Order. Completesits reign by the abolition of unversal suffrage,
but loes the parliamentary Minitry.
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3. May 31, 1850, to December 2, 1851. Struggle between the
parliamentary bourgeoiie and Boaparte.

a May 31, 1850, to January 12, 1851. The parliament los the
supreme command over the Army.

b. January 12 to April 11, 1851. The parliament succumbs in th
attepts to regain poss of the administrative power. The party of
Order loses its independent parliamtary majority. Its coalition with th
republicans and the Mountain.

c. April 11 to October 9, 1851. Attepts at revion, fuson and
prorogation. The party of Order dissolves into its compoent parts. The
breach betwen the bourgeos parlamnt and the bourge press, on th
one hand, and the bourge mass, on the othr, becos permanent.

d. October 9 to December 2, 1851. Open breach between the
parliament and the executive por. It draws up its own decree of death,
and go under, left in the lurch by its own class, by the Army, and by all
the other classes. Dofall of the parlamntary regime and of the regn of
the bourgeoe. Bonaparte's triumph. Parody of the imperialist restoration.
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CHAPTER VII

The Social Republic appeared as a mre phrase, as a prophecy on the
threold of the February Revoluti; it was smothered in the bld of th
Parisian proletariat during the days of 1848 but it stalks about as a spectre
throughout the following acts of the drama. The Demcratic Republic
xt make its bow; it goes out in a fizzle o June 13, 1849, with its
runaway sall traders; but, on fleeing, it scatters behd it al the more
bragging announcements of what it means do to. The Parliametary
Republic, together with the bourgeoisi, then appropriates the whole stage;
it livesitslifeto the ful extent of its beig; but the 2d of December, 1851,
buri it under the terror-stricken cry of the allied royalsts: "Long live the
Republic!”

The French bourgeoisie reared up against the reign of the wrking
proletariat;--it brought to power the sum-proltariat, with the chief of the
"Society of December 10" at its head. It kept France in breathless fear
over the prospective terror of "red anarchy;"--Bonaparte discounted th
prospect when, on December 4, he had the leading ctizens of the
Boulevard Motmartre and the Boulevard des Italien sht down from
their wdows by the grog-inpired "Army of Order." It made the
apotheosis of the sabre; no the sabre rules it. It destroyed th
revolutionary press;--now its ow press is annihilated. It placed public
eetings under police surveillance;--now its own salons are subject to
police ipection. It disbanded the democratic Natial Guards;--now its
own Natial Guard is disbanded. It intituted the state of siege;--now
itself 1 made subject threto It supplanted the jury by military
comission;--now military commissions supplant its own juries It
subjected the educatio of the people to the parsons interests;--th
parsons interests now subject it to their on systems It ordered
tranportati withut trial;--now itdlf is tranported withut trial. It
suppressed every movement of sety with physical force;--now every
movement of its own class is suppresed by physica force. Out of
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enthusas for the gold bag, it rebelld against its own potical leaders

and writers;--now, its political laders and writers are set aside, but the
gold hag is plundered, after the mouth of the bourgeoisie has been gagged
and its pe broken. The bourgesie tirelessly shouted to the revolution,

in the language of S. Orsenius to the Christians: "Fuge, Tace, Quiesce!"--
flee, be silent, submit!--; Bonaparte shouts to the bourgeoisie: "Fuge, Tace,
Oniescel"--flee, be silent, submit!

The French bourgeosie had long sice solved Napoleon's diemma:
"Dans cinquante ans |'Europe sera republicaine ou cosaque.” [#1 With
fifty years Europe wil be ether republican or Cossack.] It found the
olution in the "republique cosaque." [#2 Cossack republic.] No Circe
ditorted with wicked charms the work of art of the bourgeois republic
to a motrosity. That republic lost nothing but the appearance of
decency. The France of to-day was ready-made within the womb of the
Parliamentary republic. Al that was wanted was a bayonet thrust, in
rder that the bubble burst, and the moter lap forth to sight.

Why did not the Parisian proletariat ri after the 2d of December?

The downfall of the bourgeoisie was as yet mrely decreed; the decree
was not yet executed. Ay earnest uprising of the proetariat would have
forthth revived this bourgeoisie, would have brought on its
reconcation with the army, and would have insured a send June rout to
the workingmen.

On December 4, the proletariat was incited to fight by Messrs.
Bourgeois & Small-Trader. On the evening of that day, several legions of
the Natioal Guard promied to appear armd and uniformed on the place
of battle. This arose from the circumstance that Messrs. Bourgeois &
Small-Trader had got wind that, in one of his decrees of December 2,
Bonaparte abolid the secret ballot, and ordered them to enter the wrds
"Yes' and "No" after thir names in the offial register. Bonaparte took
alarm at the stand taken on December 4. During the night he caused
placards to be posted on al the street corners of Paris, announcing the
restoratio of the secret ballot. Messrs. Bourgeois & Small-Trader
believed they had gaied their point. The absntees, the next mornig,
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were Messieurs Bourgeois & Small-Trader.

During the night of Deber 1 and 2, the Parisian proletariat was
robbed of its leaders and chfs of barricades by a raid of Bonaparte's. A
army without officers, disinclined by the recolections of Jun, 1848 and
1849, and May, 1850, to fight under the banner of the Montagnards, it |eft
to its vanguard, the secret societie, the work of saving the insurrectionary
honor of Paris, whic the bourgeoisi had yielded to the soldiery so
ubmsivey that Bonaparte was later justified i diarmig the National
Guard upon the scornful ground that he feared their arms would be used
against themselves by the Aarchists!

"C'est Ic triophe complet et defitif du Socal!"* Thus did Guizot
characterize the 2d of December. But, although the downfall of the
parliamentary republic carri with it the germ of the triumph of the
proletarian revoution, its immediate and tangible result was the triumph
of Bonaparte over parliament, of the Executive over the L egidative power,
of force without phrases over the force of phrases. In the parliament, the
ation raised its collective will to the dignity of law, i.e., it raised the law
f the ruling class to the dignity of its collective wi. Before the
Executive power, the nation abdicate all will of its ow, and submts to
the orders of an outsder of Authority. In contrast with the Legidative,
the Executive power expresse the hteronomy of the nation in contrast
with its autonomy. Accordingly, France seems to have escaped the
despoti of a class only in order to fall under the despoti of an
idividual, under the authority, at that of an individua without authority
The struggle seems to sttl down to the point where all classe drop down
on their knees, equally impotent and equally dumb

Al the sam, the revolution is thoroughgoig. It still i on its
passage through purgatory. It does its work methodically: Do to
December 2, 1851, it had fulfilled one-half of its programme, it now fulfils
the othr half. It first ripe the power of the Legisature into fullt
maturity in order to be abl to overthrow it. No that it has
accomplishd that, the revolution proceeds to ripen the power of the
Executive into equa maturity; it reduces this por to its purest
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expresson; isolates it; places it before itself as the sole subject for reproof
I order to concentrate against it all the revolutionary forces of destructio
When the revoluti shall have accomplished thi second part of its
preliminary programme, Europe wi jump up from her seat to excai:
"Well hast thou grubbed, old mole!"

The Executive por, with its tremendous bureaucrati and military
organization; with its wide-spreading and artificid machinery of
governnt--an army of office-hoders, half a million strong, together
wth a military force of anther millio men--; th fearful body of
parasite, that coil itself like a snake around French sciety, stopping al
ts pores, originated at the tie of the absolute marchy, alog with the
decle of feudalism, wich it helped to haste The princely privileges
f the landed proprietors and cities were transformd into s many at-
tribute of the Executive poer; the feuda dignitaries into paid office-
holders; and the confusing deign of conflicting medieval seigniories, into
the well regulated plan of a government, work is subdivided and
centralized as in the factory. The first French revolution, having as a
mssion to swep away all local, territorial, urban and provia specia
privilge, with the object of establishing the civic unity of the nation, was
hound to develop what the absolute monarchy had begun--the work of
centralizatio, together with the range, the attributes and the meals of
governnt. Napoleon copleted this governmental machinery. Th
Legitit and the July Monarchy contribute nothing thereto, except a
greater subdivisio of labor, that grew in the same measure as the division
and subdivision of labor within bourgeois sciety raised nw groups and
interests, i.e., new material for the admnistration of government. Each
Common interest was in turn forthwith removed from society, set up
against it as a higher Collective iterest, wrested from the individual
activity of the mbers of sety, and turnd into a subject for
governntal administration, from the bridges, the scl house and the
comunal property of a viage counity, up to the rairoads, the
ational wedlth and the national University of France. Finadly, th
parliamtary republi found itsf, in its struggl against the revolution,
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compelled, with its represve measures, to strengthen the means and the
centralization of the governnt. Each overturn, instead of breaking up,
carried this machine to higher perfection. The parties, that alternately
wrestled for supremacy, loked upon the possession of this tremendous
governntal structure as the prinpal spo of their victory.

Nevertheless, under the absute monarchy, was only the means
whereby the first revolution, and under Napo, to prepare the class rule
of the bourgeoisie; under the restorati, under Louis Philippe, and under
the parlamntary republic, it was the intrumnt of the rulng class,
however eagerly this class strained after autocracy. Not before the
advent of the second Bonaparte does the government seem to have made
itself fuly independent. The machinery of government has by this ti
so thoroughly fortified itself agait society, that the cief of the "Society
of December 10" is thought good enough to be at its head; a fortune-
hunter, run in from abroad, is raised on its shild by a drunken soldiery,
bought by himself with liquor and sausages, and whom he is forced ever
again to throw sops to. Hence the timid despair, the sense of crushing
humiliation and degradation that oppress the breast of France and makes
hr to choke. She feels dihonored.

nd yet the French Government does not float i the air. Bonaparte
represts an economic class, and that the most numerous in the
comonweal of France--the Atmnt Farmer. [#4 The first Fren
Revolution distributed the bulk of the territory of France, hd at the ti
by the feuda lords, i sall patc amog the cultivators of the soil
This allotment of lands created the French farmer class.]

A the Bourbon are the dynasty of large landed property, as the
Orleans are the dynasty of money, so are the Bonaparte the dynasty of th
farmer, i.e. of the French masses. Not the Bonaparte, who threw himself
at the feet of the bourgeis parliament, but the Bonaparte, who swept away
the bourgeois parliament, is the eect of thisfarmer class. For three years
the cities had succeeded in fasifying the meaning of the election of
December 10, and in cheating the farmer out of the restoration of the
Empire. The election of December 10, 1848, is not carried out until the

102



The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte

"coup d'etat” of December 2, 1851.

The alotment farmers are an immnse mass, whose individua
bers live in identical cnditis, without, however, entering into
manifold relations with one anothr.  Their mthd of production isolates
them from on another, instead of drawig them into mutual intercours
Thisisolation is proted by the poor means of communcatio in France,
together with the poverty of the farmers themselves. Their fid of
production, the small allotment of land that each cultivates, alows no
roo for a division of labor, and no opportunity for the appliation of
science; in other wrds, it shuts out manifoldnes of development,
diversity of talnt, and the luxury of social relations Every single farmer
famiy is amost self-suffit; itslf produces directly the greater part of
what it consum; and it earns its livelihood mre by means of an
interchange with nature than by intercourse with sciety. We have the
allotted patch of land, the farmer and hi famiy; alongside of that another
alotted patch of land, another farmer and another family. A bunch of
these makes up a village; a bunch of viages makes up a Departmnt.
Thus the large mas of the French nation is constituted by the sipl
additio of equal magnitudes--much as a bag with potatoes cotitute a
potato-bag. In so far as millios of families live under economic
conditions that separate their mode of life, their interests and their culture
from those of the other classes, and that place them in an attitude hostile
toward the latter, they constitute a class ; in so far as there exists only a
local connection among the farmers, a connecti which th
dividuality and exclusivenes of their interests prevent from geratig
among them any unity of interest, national cnnecti, and potical
organization, they do not constitute a class. Consequetly, they are
unable to asrt their cass interets in their on name, be it by a
parliament or by convetion. They can not represent one anther, they
must themslves be represented. Their representative must at the sam
time appear as their master, as an authority over them, as an unlimited
governntal por, that protects them from above, bestows ra and
sunshine upon them. Accordingly, the political influee of the allotmt
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farmer finds its ultimate expression in an Executive power that subjugates
the comonweal to its own autocratic will.

Hitoric traditi has give birth to the superstitio among the Fren
farmers that a man named Napoleon wuld restore to them all manner of
glry.  Now, then, an individual turns | up, who give helf out as that
man because, obedint to the "Code Napoleon,” wh provide that "La
recherche de la paternite est interdite,” [#5 The inquiry into paternity i
forbidden.] he carries the name of Napoleon. [#6 L. N. Bonaparte is said
to have been an illegitiate son.] After a vagabondage of twenty years,
and a seri of grotesque adventures, the myth is verified, and that man
becos the Emperor of the Fren  The rooted thought of the Nephew
becos a reality because it coincided with the rooted thought of the most
numerous class among the French.

"But," | shall be objected to, "what about the farmers' uprisings over
half France, the raids of the Army upo the farmers, the wholesale
prionmt and transportation of farmers?"

Indeed, since Louis XIV., France has not experienced such
persecuti of the farmer on the ground of his demagogic machinatis.

But this should be well understood: The Bonaparte dynasty do not
represt the revolutionary, it represets the conservative farmer; it does
not represt the farmer, who press beyod his own econ
conditions, his littl allotmt of land it represents him rather who would
confirm the conditions; it do not represent the rural population, that,
thanks to its own inerent energy, wshes, jotly with the cities to
overthrow the old order, it represents, on the contrary, the rural population
that, hide-bound in the old order, seks to se itsf, together with its
allotmnts, saved and favored by the ghot of the Empire; it represets, not
the itelgece, but the superstition of the farmer; not hs judgment, but
h bias; nt h future, but his past; not h modern Cevennes; [#7 Th
Cevennes were the theater of the mt numerous revolutionary uprisings
of the farmer class] but his modern Vendee. [#8 La Vendee was the
theater of protracted reactionary uprisgs of the farmer class under the
first Revolution]
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The three years severe rule of the parliamentary republic had freed a
part of the French farmers from the Napoleonic illusion, and, though even
only superficialy; had revoutized them The bourgeoise threw them,
however, vilently back every time that they set themselves in mtion.
Under the parliamtary republ, the modern wrestled with the traditional
consciousns of the Fren farmer. The process went on in the form of
a continuous struggle between the sool teachers and the parsons;--th
bourgesie knocked the shool teachers down. For the first tie, th
farmer made an effort to take an independent stand in the government of
the country; this manfested itsf i the prolonged conflicts of the Mayors
wth the Prefects;--the bourgeoise depod the Mayors. Finaly, during
period of the parliamtary republi, the farmers of several Icalities rose
agait their own product, the Army;--the bourgeoe punhed them with
states of sege and executions. And thisis the idential bourgesie, that
n h over the "stupidity of the mas," over the "vile multitude,”
whi, it claim, betrayed it to Bonaparte. Itsef has viently fortifid
the iperialism of the farmer class; it firmly maitaied the conditions
that Cndtitute the birth-place of this farmer-religion. Indeed, the
bourgesie has every reason to fear the stupidity of the mas--so long as
they remain conservative; and their intelligence--so soon as they become
revolutionary.

In the revolts that took place after the "coup d'etat” a part of the Fren
farmers protested, arms in hand, against their own vote of December 10,
1848. The scool house had, sine 1848, sharped their wits. But they
had bound themsves over to the nether world of history, and htory kept
them to thr word. Moreover, the magjority of this populati was still s
full of prgudi that, just in the "reddest” Departmts, it voted openly
for Bonaparte. The Natial Assembly prevented, as it thought, this
populati from walking; the farmers now snapped the fetters which th
cities had struck upon the will of the country districts. In so places
they even indulged the grotesque halucation of a "Convention together
with a Napoleon."

After the first revolution had converted the sif farmers into
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freeholders, Napo fixed and regulated the conditions under whic,
unmol ested, they could exploit the so of France, that had just fallen into
their hands, and expiate the youthful pason for property. But that wich
now bears the Fren farmer down is that very allotment of land, it is the
partiti of the s, the form of ownersp, wich Napoon had
consolidated. These are the material condition that turnd French feudal
peasant into a small or altmnt farmer, and Napoleon into an Emperor.
Tw gerations have suffied to produce the inevitable result the
progressive deterioration of agriculture, and the progressive encumbering
of the agriculturit Th "Napoc" form of ownersp, which, at th
begining of the niteenth century was the condition for the
ancipation and enrichmt of the French rura population, has, in the
urse of the ctury, developed into the law of thr eavement and
pauperism.  No, then, th very law is the first of the "idees
Napoleonienes," whh the second Bonaparte must uphd. If he still
ares with the farmers the illusion of seking, not i the system of th
al alotmt itsf, but outside of that system, i the influece of
sndary conditions, the cause of their rui, his experimts are bound to
burst like soap-bubbles against the modern system of production

The econ development of the allotment system has turned bottom
upward the relati of the farmer to the other classes of soety. Under
Napoleon, the parceling out of the agricultural lands ito small atments
upplted in the country the free copetiti and the incipient large
production of the citi The farmer class was the ubiquitous protest
against the aristocracy of land, just then overthrown. The roots that the
system of small allotments cast into the soi of France, deprived feudali
f al nutrient.  Its boundary-pots constituted the natural buttress of the
bourgeoise againt every stroke of the od overlords. But in the course
f the nteenth century, the City Usurer stepped into the shoe of the
Feudal Lord, the Mortgage substituted the Feudal Duties formerly yielded
by the soil, bourgeois Capital took the place of the aristocracy of Landed
Property. The former allotments are now only a pretext that allows the
capitalist class to draw profit, interest and rent from agricultural lands, and
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to lave to the farmer hielf the task of seeing to it that he knok out his
wage The mortgage indebtednss that burdens the soil of France
Imposes upon the French farmer class they payment of an interest as great
as the annual interest on the whole British national debt. In this dlavery
of capital, whther its development drives it irrestibly, the atment
system has transformed the mass of the Frenc nati into troglodytes.
Sixteen mion farmers (women and children included), hous i hovels
mst of which have only one opeg, so two, and the fe mst
favored ones three.  Windows are to a house what the five senses are to
the had. The bourgeois social order, whi, a the beginning of the
century, placed the State as a sentinel before the newly instituted allotment,
and that manured this with laurels, has becom a vampire that sucks out its
heart-blood and its very brain, and thro it into the alchemist's pot of
capital The "Code Napoleon" i now but the codex of execution, of
sheriff's sales and of intensified taxatio To the four millio (chidre,
etc., included) official paupers, vagabonds, crimals and protitutes, that
France numbers, must be added five million souls who hover over th
precipice of Ife, and either sojourn in the country itself, or float with their
rags and their children from the country to the cities, and from the cities
back to the country. Accordingly, the interests of the farmers are no
longer, as under Napoleon, in harmony but i conflit wth the interets of
the bourgeoisie, i.e., with capital; they find their natural ali and laders
among the urban protariat, whe missio is the overthrow of the
bourgeois soa order. But the "strong and united governnt”--and
th is the second of the "ide Napoleoniennes,” wh the sd
Napoleon has to carrid out--, has for its mission the forcible defence of
this very "materia” social order, a "material order” that furns th
logan i Bonaparte's prolamati against the farmersin revolt.

ong with the mrtgage, impod by capital upon the farmer's
allotmt, th is burdened by taxation Taxation is the founta of lifeto
the bureaucracy, the Army, the parsos and th court, in short to the whole
apparatus of the Exeutive power. A strong government, and heavy taxes
are identical. The system of orship, involved in the system of
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allotmnts leds itself by nature for the groundwrk of a porful and
numerous bureaucracy: it produc an even lvel of conditions and of
persons over the whole surface of the country; it, therefore, allows the
exercise of an eve ifluence upo all parts of ths eve mass from a high
central point downwards: it annihilates the aristocrati gradations between
the popular mas and the Governmt; it, consequently, calls from all
sides for the direct itervention of the Governnt and for the itervention

of the latter's immdiate organs,; and, finally, it produces an unemployed
excess of populati, that finds no ro either in the country or in th
cities, that, consequently, snatches after public office as a sort of dignified
ams, and provokes the creation of further offices. With the new markets,
whi he opened at the point of the bayot, and with the plunder of the
contient, Napoleon returned to the farmer class with interest the taxe
wrung from th. These taxes were then a goad to the industry of the
farmer, whi n, on the contrary, they rob his industry of its last source

of support, and copletely sap hs power to resist poverty. Indeed, an
enormus bureaucracy, richly gallooned and well fed is that "ide
Napoleoniene" that above all others suits the requirements of the second
Bonaparte. How els should it be, seeing he is forced to raise alongside
of the actual class of soty, an artificia class, to which the
maintenance of his own regime must be a knife-and-fork queti? On

f hi first financia operations was, accordingly, the raisg of the salaries

of the governnt employees to their former standard and the creation of
new Sinecures.

Another "idee Napolonienne" is the rule of the parsons as an
instrument of government. But while the new-born alotment, in
harmony with soety, in its depedece upon the powers of nature, and in
ts subordination to the authrity that protected it from above, was
naturaly religious, the debt-broke allotmt, on the contrary, a odds
th society and authority, and driven beyod its own narrow bounds,
be as naturally irreligious. Heaven was quite a pretty gift thrown
in with the narrow strip of land that had just been won, al the more as it
makes the wathr; it, however, becomes an inult from the mnt it is
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forced upon the farmer as a substitute for his allotment. Then the parson
appears merely as the anointed blood-hound of the earthly police,--yet
another "idee Napoeon" The expediti agait Rome will nxt

time take place in France, but in a reverse sense from that of M. de
M ontal embert.

Finally, the culatig point of the "ide Napoleoniennes' is the
preponderance of the Army. The Army was the "point of honor" with the
allotmt farmers. it was themsves turned into masters, defending
abroad their ney established property, glrifying ther recently
conquered nationality, plundering and revolutionizing the world. Th
uniform was their State cotume; war was their poetry; the alltment,
expanded and rounded up in their phantasy, was the fatherland; and
patriti became the ideal form of property. But the foe, against whom
the French farmer must now defend his property, are not the Cossacks,
they are the sheriffs and the tax collectors. The alotment no longer lies
the so-called fatherland, but in the register of mortgage The Army
itsf no longer is the flower of the youth of the farmers, it is the swamp-
blo of the sum-proletariat of the farmer class. It consits of
"remplacants,” substitutes, just as the seond Bonaparte himself is but a
remplacant,” a substitute, for Napoleon. Its feats of heroism are now
performd 1 raids istituted against farmers and in the srvice of the
police;--and when the internal cntraditions of his own system shall drive
the chief of the "Society of December 10" across the French frontier, that
Army will, after a few bandit-raids, gather no laurels but only hard
knocks.

It is evident that all the "ide Napoleoniennes' are the ideas of th
undeveloped and youthfully fresh allotment; they are an absurdity for th
allotmt that n survives. They are ony the hallucations of its death
struggle; words turned to hollow phrases, spirits turnd to spooks But
th parody of the Empire was requisite in order to free the mas of the
French nation from the weight of tradition, and to elaborate sharply th
ntrast between Governnt and Society. Aong with the progressive
decay of the alotment, the governntal structure, reared upon it, breaks
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down. The centralzatio of Governnt, required by modern society,
rises only upon the rui of the military and bureaucratic governmental
machinery that was forged in contrast to feudalism.

The conditions of the French farmers' class solveto usthe riddl of the
genera electi of Deber 20 and 21, that led the second Bonaparte to
the top of Sinai, nt to receive, but to decree laws

The bourgeoisie had now, manfestly, n choice but to elect Bonaparte.
When at the Council of Constance, the puritans coplained of the snful
life of the Popes, and moaned about the need of a reform in mrals,
Cardinal d'Ailly thundered into their faces: "Only the devil i his Ow
pers can no save th Cathc Church, and you demand angels." So,
likewise, did the Fren bourgeoiie cry out after the "coup d'etat”: "Only
the chief of the 'Society of December 10' can now save bourgeois society,
only theft can save property, only perjury religion, only bastardy the
famiy, only disorder order!"

Bonaparte, as autocratic Executive poer, fulfills hi miion to secure
"bourgeis order." But the strength of thi bourgeos order li in th
ddlecass. Hefeeshimself the representative of the middle class, and
Issues his decrees in that see. Neverthles, he is something only
because he has broken the political power of th class, and daily breaks it
anew. Hence he feels himself the adversary of the political and the
literary power of the middle class. But, by protecting their material, he
uri anew their political power. Conequently, the cause must be
kept alive, but the result, wherever it manfests itself, sept out of
existece. But this proedure i iposible without slight mitakings of
causes and effects, seeing that both, in their mutual action and reaction,
| their ditinctive marks Thereupon, new decrees, that blur the line of
distiction.  Bonaparte, furthermore, feels hielf, as agat th
bourgeoise, the represetative of the farmer and the peple in gera,
who, within bourgeois sciety, i to render the lower classe of society
happy. To thisend, new decrees, itended to exploit the "true Socialists,"
together with their governmental widom. But, above all, Bonaparte
feels himself the chief of the "Society of December 10," the representative
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of the slum-proletariat, to whh he himself, his immdiate surroundigs,
h Governmt, and his army alike beong, the mai object with all of
whom is to be good to themselves, and draw Californian tickets out of th
natial treasury. An he affirms his chftainshp of the "Society of
December 10" with decrees, without decrees, and despite decrees.

This contradictory mon of the man explains the contradictions of
h ow Governmt, and that confused groping about, that no seeks to
n, th to humiliate now ths class and th that, and finises by
arraying agait itself al the classes; whe actual insecurity constitute a
highly comcal contrast with the imperious, categoric style of the
Governmt acts, copied closely fro th Uncle

Industry and comerce, i.e., the busiss of the mddle class, are to be
made to blossom in hot-house style under the "strong Governmt."
Loans for a number of railroad grants. But the Bonapartit slum-
proletariat is to enrich itself. Peculation is carried on with railroad
concsions on the Bourse by the initiated; but no capital is forthcg
for the rallroads. The bank then pledges itself to make advanc upon
raillroad stok; but the bank i itsf to be exploited; hence, it must be
cgoled; it is released of the obligation to publish its reports weekly. Then
follows a leonin treaty between the bank and the Governmt. The
pepl are to be ocupied: public works are ordered; but the public works
raise the tax rates upon the people; thereupon the taxes are reduced by an
attack upo the national bond-hoders through the coversion of the five
per cent "rente”" [#9 The name of the French national bonds.] into four-
and-halves. Yet the middle class must again be tipped: to this end, the
tax on wine is doubled for the peopl, wh buy it at retail, and is reduced
to one-haf for the middle class, that drik it at whale. Geuie labor
organizations are dissolved, but pro are made of future wonders to
accrue from organization. The farmers are to be helped: mrtgage-banks
are set up that must promote the indebtedness; of the farmer and the
concentration of property but again, the banks are to be utized
especially to the end of squeezing money out of the confiscated estates of
the House of Orleans; no capitalist will Isten to this sche, whi,
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mreover, i not metioned in the decree; the mortgage bank remai a
mre decree, €tc., etc.

Bonaparte wuld like to appear as the patriarchal benefactor of all
classs; but he can give to none without taking from the others. As was
said of the Duke of Guise, a the time of the Fronde, that he was the mst
obligig man in France because he had cnverted all his estates into bonds
upon hielf for h Parisians, s would Napolon like to be the mot
obligig man in France and covert all property and all labor of France
ito a persona bond upon hielf. He would like to steal the whole of
France to make a present thereof to France, or rather to be able to purchase
France back again with Fren money;--as chief of the "Society of
December 10," he must purchase that which is to be his. All the State
Institutions, the Senate, the Council of State, the Legidature, the Legion of
Honor, the Soldirs derati, the publi bath, the publ buildings, the
railroads, the Genera Staff of the National Guard, exclusive of the rank
and file, the cnfiscated estates of the House of Orleans,--all are converted
Ito ingtitutions for purchase and sale. Every place in the Army and the
achinery of Governnt becomes a purchasing por. The most
important thing, however, i ths process, wereby France is taken to be
given back to hersf, are the percentages that, in the transfer, drop into th
hands of the chief and the mbers of the "Society of December 10."
The witticisms with wich the Cuntess of L., the mstres of de Morny,
characterized the confiscati of the Orleanit estates. "C'est le premier
vol de l'aigle," [#10 "It is the first flight of the eagle® The Fren word
"vol" means theft as we as flight.] fits every fight of the eagle that is
rather a crow. He himself and his followers daily call out to themselves,
Ike the Italian Carthusian monk in the legend does to the mir, who
displayfuly counted the goods on which h could live for many years to
co: "Tu fa conto sopra i be, bisogna pria far il conto sopra gli
anni." [#11 "You count your property you shuld rather count the years
left to you."] In order not to make a mstake in the years, they count by
mnutes A crowd of felows, of the best among whom all that can be
said is that one kn not whence he co--a noisy, restl "Boheme,"
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greedy after plunder, that crawls about in gallooned frocks with the sam
grotesque dignity as Soulnque's [#12 Soulongque was the negro Emperor
of the short-lived negro Empire of Hayti.] Imperial digntaries--, thronged
the court crowded the mnistri, and presd upon the head of th
Governnt and of the Army. One can picture to himself this upper crust

of the "Society of December 10" by considering that Veron Crevel [#13
Crevel isacharacter of Balzac, drawn after Dr. Veron, the proprietor of the
"Constitutional" newspaper, as a type of the dissolute Parisian Philistine.]
Is their preacher of morality, and Granier de Cassagnac thr thnker.
When Guizot, at the time he was Minister, employed this Granier on an
bsure seet against the dynasti oppositin, he used to praise him with

the term: "C'est le roi de droles.” [#14 "He Is the king of the clowns."]
It were a mistake to recal the days of the Regency or of Louis XV. by the
court and the kit of Louis Bonaparte's. "Often did France have a mstres-
administrati, but never yet an admnistratio of kept men." [#15
Madame de Girardi]

Harassed by the cotradictory demands of hi situation, and copelled,
like a dleight-of-hands performer, to keep, by means of contant surprises,
the eyes of the public riveted upon hielf as the substitute of Napoleon,
compelled, consequently, everyday to accomplish a sort of "coup" on a
small scale, Bonaparte throws the whole bourgeis soa system into
disorder; he broaches everything that seemed unbroachable by the
revolution of 1848; he make one set pepl patient under the revolution
and another anxious for it; he produces anarchy itself in the name of order
by rubbing off from the whe machinery of Governnt the veer of
sanctity, by profanting it, by rendering it at oce nauseating and laughable.
He rehearse in Paris the cult of the sacred coat of Trir with the cult of the
Napoleonic Imperia mantle. But w the Imperial Mantle shall have
findly fall upon the shoulders of Loui Bonaparte, then will as th
iron statue of Napoleon drop do from the top of the Vendome column
[#16 A prophecy that a few years later, after Bonaparte's coronation as
Emperor, was literaly fulfid. By order of Emperor Loui Napoleon,
the military statue of th Napoleo that originaly surmounted th
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Vendome was taken dow and replacd by one of first Napo i
imperial robes.]
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